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Achim, Viorel
Nicolae Iorga Institute of History, Romanian Academy, Bucharest, Romania
Relations between local-level and national-level Roma organisations in Romania in the
1930s
In the interwar period in Romania there were Roma organisations on several levels: local,
regional (district) and national. The only ones that have been studied so far are the two
organisations that activated, at least as a claim, at national level: the General Association of the
Gypsies in Romania (Asociaţia Generală a Ţiganilor din România, AGŢR) and the General
Union of the Roma in Romania (Uniunea Generală a Romilor din România, UGRR). The first
was founded in September 1933 by Calinic I. Popp-Şerboianu, and the second in October 1933
by G.A. Lăzăreanu-Lăzurică. The most important was UGRR, which functioned, with a break in
the years of the war, until January 1949, when it was dissolved by the newly established
communist regime in Romania.
Organisations gathering Roma from a particular locality or region were more numerous, some
of them being older than AGŢR and UGRR. Some local organisations, benefiting from the
support of local authorities, have carried out remarkable work for the benefit of the Roma in that
place, taking into account their modest human and material resources. AGŢR and UGRR have
used the pre-existing infrastructure, often succeeding in persuading local leaders to join them.
In this way, some local organisations have become branches of the two national-level
organisations, while other branches were completely new organisations.
The relations of local and regional organisations with the two national-level organizations were
in some cases sinuous. The interests of local Roma leaders and some control tendencies
displayed by the center have led to situations where some local organisations have detached
themselves from the central organisation and have (re)acquired autonomy. Especially in the
context of the permanent competition that existed between AGŢR and UGRR to obtain the
support of Roma from all over the country, local Roma leaders oscillated between the two
organisations, switching from one to the other or opting for an autonomous organisation.
However, this did not necessarily mean that the cooperation with Bucharest was completely
discontinued.
The present paper analyses the complicated relations that existed between on the one hand the
Roma organisations that activated at national level and on the other hand, those at the local
level, in the years 1933-1938. After some remarks will be made on this issue, some case studies
will be presented, based on the information that appears in archive documents, press, and other
sources from that time.
Acković, Dragoljub
Roma Culture Museum in Belgrade
Why name changing of the Journal of the Gypsy Lore Society and the Gypsy Lore Society
is a negative move
There are two main reasons for me to propose this paper. First, the long-standing existence of
Gypsy Lore Society and the Journal of the Gypsy Lore Society under the name given to the
organization at the time of its founding in 1888, and, second, the opened debate on the topic
within the Society.
Both the Journal and the Society have been active for over a century under the name Gypsy
Lore Society. Within this period, on the pages of the journal have been published thousands of
good and less good texts about different issues about the Roma/Gypsies. All these texts have
been quoted in thousands of scientific and professional publications. This is one of the reasons
why the organization should not change its name. Furthermore, this is a reason why the old
name of the current Romani Studies Journal -- Journal of the Gypsy Lore Society – should be
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returned as it was. I consider myself part of the academic community of Romani people and
according to my experience and knowledge among the Romani people, Roma often assess the
move of renaming of the old Journal of the Gypsy Lore Society as an incorrect action against
the name of the oldest Romani Studies. The opinion of Romani people I talked to is that the
journal name had not to be changed.
In my paper I will discuss and elaborate on all the reasons against name changing of the Journal
and of the Society from the point of view of a Romani academic who has specifically discussed
the issues with many Roma people.
Acton, Thomas A.
University of Greenwich, Bucks New University, Corvinus University
(In cooperation with Bim Mason, Circomedia, Bath Spa University, and Jean-Pierre Liégeois,
University of Paris V)
Ionel Rotaru as artist-provocateur; a new perspective on the work of the godfather of
modern Romani activism
The man known to history as Ionel Rotaru, who had himself crowned as King Vajda Voevod III
, of the Ursari Tsiganes in Paris in 1959, an event immortalised in Paul Almasy’s photography,
was the founder of the Communauté Mondiale Gitane, whose members founded the Comité
International Rom, and the International Romani Union, of which almost all the players over the
age of 50 in modern Romani politics were once members. This history has traditionally been
presented as a progress from Utopianism through realism to institutionalisation in co-operation
with other international organisations to combat anti-Gypsyism. The starting point of this
narrative, and still the fullest academic treatment of Rotaru’s impact has been in Jean-Pierre
Liégeois’ 1973 PhD thesis, published in 1976 as Mutation tsigane, (Editions Complexe and
Presses Universitaires de France, 1976)
The work of Bim Mason (Provocation in Popular Culture, Routledge, 2016), however, enables
us to present a different understanding. Building on the self-analysis of the Spanish performance
artist Leo Bassi (and his own lifetime in street theatre), performer-academic Mason offers us a
model of the art of public provocation which gives us a an understanding of process of what is
going on in the work also of Sacha Baron Cohen, Banksy, Pussy Riot, and others. Artistprovocateurs embrace, even habituate themselves to taking risks in teetering on an edge which
is at once a fulcrum between chaos and stasis, a blade which uses ambiguity to slice away
illusion and a border which redefines “them” and “us”. Their “happenings” can be seen as
passing through the phases of initiation, liminality and re-orientation (or a variety of other
dynamic models offered by Mason.) His analysis also offers us the possibility of moral and social
evaluation of the choices such artists make between purity of principle and popularity, between
commercial success and the exposure of vested interests, and in the challenging/involvement
of the audience, where Leo Bassi has made rather different choices to Sacha Baron Cohen.
Ionel Rotaru’s novel R(h)apsodie Romaine (Editions du Scorpion 1958) reveals surprising
overlaps with the thought of Mason and Bassi. The central father and daughter characters are
street musicians; their analysis of popular unrest, and a strike of public transport workers in
Bucharest can be seen as an extension of their understanding of what works in the every day
theatre of the street. It enables us to see how the 1959 coronation was planned as a provocation,
corruscatingly undermining both the patriarchal conventions of traditional Roma leadership, and
European stereotypes of Roma incapacity. The fact that Almasy (with an eye only for spectacle),
the contemporary French newspapers, and the popular writer on Tsiganes, J-P Clébert were too
gajo-stupid to see they were being taken for a ride, need not prevent us now from looking back
and appreciating afresh the knowing irony of Rotaru’s performance. The opportunities its
reshaping of the cognitive universe offered were seized by Rotaru’s collaborators so
successfully that they eventually discarded his continuing absurdism and situationism. We can
still look back, however, and see the 1959 coronation not as a Gypsy folly, but as a deliberate
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and massively significant work of Roma performance art, which prefigured the provocations of
contemporary Romani artists as seen in the Roma Digital Archive. Comparing what people
thought possible in 1950, and what they think possible now, we can acknowledge how Rotaru’s
art changed the world.
Åberg, Kai Viljami
University of Eastern Finland
The Finnish Romani Songs – A Product or Process?
From the constructivist view point I approach the Finnish Romani song tradition in the way that
they do not in themselves represent some old or stabile singing culture, but they are result of
signification and reorganize the object of each person, generation or gender of the songs.
Thereby I approach the song tradition from the viewpoint that songs, as well as other oral
tradition, live in performances in which the ways of presentation are subordinate to the aesthetics
and functions of the performance situations. To understand music as performance means to see
it as an irreducibly social phenomenon, even when only a single individual is involved (again
there is a comparison with religious ritual, which involves the reproduction of socially agreed
forms of expression even when conducted in private.) The songs do not represent something
that is stable, old and completed, but like identities, they represent something that is open,
moving and changing. In case the songs are interpreted only as “old”, the tradition causes
problems to the researchers at the latest when it is surrounded by modernity, innovations and
creativity. Thereby by I ask, like Ruth Finnegan (1992: 2) if the tradition is a product or process?
My presentation is based on intensive fieldwork among the Roma since 1994.
Aresu, Massimo
Spanish, Portuguese and Latin American Studies - Faculty of Arts, Humanities and CulturesUniversity of Leeds
Mediterranean Romani Communities in the Early-Modern Era: An Urban Perspective
This paper aims at questioning traditional reconstructions of the history of Romani communities,
that mono-dimensional approaches portray almost exclusively in terms of social marginality,
itinerancy, exclusion. By applying an historical-anthropological perspective to unpublished
archive material, I will highlight the complex and even contradictory character of the presence
and circulation of Romani families in Mediterranean Europe – a presence that, from the medieval
period to the early-modern age, is not only rural but also urban, as proven by the cases of
Dubrovnik, Istanbul, Napoli. I will analyze the characteristics of these settlements, including the
elements of continuity and discontinuity, in three cities subject to the Spanish crown between
the 16th and 18th century: Palermo, Cagliari, Sevilla, where the presence of groups variously
named (e.g. Zingari, Gitanos or Griegos) is attested, but was never adequately investigated until
now.
My main archival source are the parish registers (Quinque libri) that priests started compiling
regularly after the Council of Trent (1563). In particular, I look at data available in baptisms and
marriages, but also burials, state of souls, and confirmations. These data are matched with
information contained in other documents (e.g. marriage licenses and notarial deeds), in order
to attempt a first comparative analysis of the presence of the Romani communities and of their
relationships with the rest of the population; therefore, their history is reconstructed not only in
the light of the persecutions they suffered, but rather as “une histoire à part entière” (Lucien
Febvre).
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Belak, Andrej
Department of Health Psychology, Faculty of Medicine, Pavol Jozef Šafárik University in Košice
Antigypsyism as a fundamental cause of the poor health of segregated Roma I: Pathways
operating through segregated Roma themselves
In the period 2004-2015, our research team carried out a series of qualitative studies focused
on the social root causes behind the poor health of segregated Roma in Slovakia. Using
predominantly ethnographic methods across geographic areas and organizational levels, in the
studies we have explored related everyday practices of the segregated Roma themselves, of
healthcare practitioners working with the segregated Roma daily and of Roma health mediation
programs targeting segregated Roma enclaves. In our two-part presentation, we would like to
share our overreaching findings from these studies regarding antigypsyism. More specifically,
we will introduce our findings of how antigypsyism fundamentally affects all of the examined
practices. In this first part, we will focus on our findings of antigypsyism variously affecting all of
the examined pathways, including through countercultural social adaptations and practices of
the segregated Roma themselves. We will also introduce the idea of antigypsyism representing
the fundamental cause of poor Roma health across the region.
Beníšek, Michael
Charles University, Prague
Ethnonyms and appellations in the Uzh Romani dialect of Transcarpathian Ukraine
Romani ethnonyms in specific parts of Europe and their relation to group identities have often
been discussed recently (e.g. Marushiakova and Popov 2004, 2013, 2016; Urech and Heuvel
2011; Zahova 2013, etc.). This paper will present linguistic expressions of ethnic identity and
group boundaries that occur in a single Romani dialect, viz. in the Eastern Uzh dialect of North
Central Romani (cf. Beníšek 2017). Eastern Uzh Romani (EUzhR) is spoken in a small area of
Transcarpathian Ukraine by Roms who have linguistic, cultural and kinship links to Roms in
eastern Slovakia, which is why they are usually considered part of ‘Slovak Roms’ (cf. Čerenkov
2008: 497); and I will discuss contexts in which this designation can be encountered as a selfappellation (Slovākika Roma). Then, I will describe other group labels, both endonyms and
exonyms, that are associated with various identity markers, such as language, place names, the
nature of settlements (rural versus urban), religion, etc., indicating how group boundaries are
constructed in EUzhR discourse. I will emphasise that employment of appellations is largely
determined by situational factors, and I will also point to ambiguity of certain terms that is
conditioned by the complex socio-political development of the region. An example of such an
ambiguous name is the adjective rusiko, which can mean either ‘East Slavic’ (as in Rusika Roma
referring locally to Roms in Transcarpathia with the Ukrainian mother tongue) or ‘Russian’
(referring to Roms in Russia). Presented data will be based on long-term fieldwork research of
the author in communities of EUzhR speakers.
Refrences:
Beníšek, M. 2017. Eastern Uzh varieties of North Central Romani. PhD dissertation. Praha: Univerzita
Karlova.
Čerenkov, L. 2008. Cyganskaja dialektologija v Ukraine. Istorija i sovremennoe sostojanie. Naukovi
zapysky. Zbirnyk prac′ molodych včenych ta aspirantiv. 15, 489–503.
Marushiakova, E, and V. Popov. 2004. Segmentation vs. consolidation: the example of four Gypsy groups
in CIS. Romani Studies. 5, 14(2), 145–191.
Marushiakova, E., and V. Popov. 2013. ‘Gypsy’ groups in Eastern Europe: Ethnonyms vs. professionyms.
Romani Studies. 5, 23(1), 61–82.
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Marushiakova, E., and V. Popov. 2016. Identity and language of the Roma (Gypsies) in Central and
Eastern Europe. In: Kamusella, T., Nomachi, M., Gibson, C. (eds.) The Palgrave handbook of Slavic
languages, identities and borders. London: Palgrave Macmillan, 26–54.
Urech, E., and W. van den Heuvel. 2011. A sociolinguistic perspective on Roma group names in
Transylvania. Romani Studies. 5, 21(2), 145–160.
Zahova, S. 2013. Gypsies/Roma in Montenegro. Group identity and the role of language. In: SchrammelLeber, B. and B. Tiefenbacher, eds. Romani V. Papers from the Annual Meeting of the Gypsy Lore
Society. Graz, 81–96.

Bogdan, Ionela-Maria
University of Iceland/ Babeş-Bolyai University
A life story is also a serious business: Roma women in Romania and the everyday life
under Communism regime
In 1966 decree no. 770 was issued in Socialist Romania in order to prohibit abortions and access
to contraception, as a tool to strictly control society and increase birth rates. This measure
represented an attempt to the instrumentalisation of women's bodies in the service of the
Communist state. However, many women in Communist Romania tried to end unwanted
pregnancies by self-inducing or seeking procedures that more often than not jeopardized their
health and safety, while facing jail time if the authorities found out. I wish to emphasize that my
paper is based on Gail Kligman's idea according to which banning abortion leads to a so-called
"culture of hidden pain and overt hypocrisy." This paper deals with the following research
questions: What were the psychological consequences the decree had on Roma women in
Romania? To which extend illegal abortion became a social practice during the Communist
regime? Was abortion considered a contraceptive method? How did the medical staff respond
to cases of self induced abortion? Were husbands aware of this procedures? Nonetheless, the
emphasis will also be placed on deconstructing the myth according to which the pronatalist
policies represented a case of a win-win situation among Romanian Roma communities,
seeking to have many children in order to benefit from social allowances from the state and not
get proper employment. In order to provide answers to the questions aforementioned, I will use
testimonies, obtained in oral history interviews.

Bogdán, Péter
Hungarian Academy of Science, Center for Social Sciences
Durst, Judit
University College London, Anthropology Department / Hungarian Academy of Science, Center
for Social Sciences
Ethnic support groups and the minority culture of (educational) mobility: An institutional
ethnography from North Hungary
Social mobility, especially the one achieved through academic success measured by a college
degree is taken for granted as favourable condition and an indicator for social integration.
However, a new line of research drawing our attention on the so called “hidden costs” of
academic success, among others, the experience of “double isolation” (Bourdieu 1998) for those
first-generation professionals who come from a disadvantaged, working class family
background.
Scholars studying upward mobility had observed a differentiated mobility path for stigmatised
minority groups calling it a ‘minority culture of mobility’ that can mitigate these hidden costs. A
part of this ‘culture’ or rather social practise is to create and join ethnic professional
organisations, using ethnicity as a resource in the mobility process.
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In this paper we explore whether such a minority culture of mobility exists in the case of the
Hungarian college educated Roma with working class family background. By conducting an
ethnographic study with the method of participant observation in a pro-Roma ethnic
organisation, the Bhim Rao Association in a North Hungarian small village, founded by a firstgeneration professional Roma brothers, we investigate how these mobility-inducing institutions
can mitigate the hidden costs of changing social class and through which mechanism they can
foster the (educational) mobility of their beneficiaries.
The paper benefits from a 3-year, mixed-method, qualitative study during which we conducted
60 in-depth narrative interviews with first generation college graduate Roma; and institutional
ethnographies in ethnic professional organisations with different ‘habitus’ but both fostering
upward mobility for youth of socially disadvantaged family background. For the purpose of this
paper, we will analyse a subsample of 25 life story interviews with our Roma respondents. We
also show how ethnicity can be mobilised as a resource in the mobility process.
Brun, Richard Magito
Licentiate of Philosophy in Art History, University of Lund
Travellers and other peripatetics in the performing arts: observations from a perspective
of decolonial art history
Art History is a powerful tool for understanding the position of a subject, being an individual or a
collective entity, in relation to what is societally imagined as an objective world. Nothing is
however stable in this complex structure. The imagined world is no reliable reference, itself a
product of the subject that clings to it in hope that it will be a secure rock in cosmos.
The Traveller is a frequent motif in the production of celebrated artists since the Middle Ages.
This is true for painting, objects of decorative arts, for music, theatre. Almost nothing of this was
produced by Travellers themselves. It is however a great heritage and an astonishing testimony
of an all permeating presence. For an art historian of the decolonial school it is a task of priority
to find ways of handling stereotypes, reading behind the clichés, and find instances of genuine
observation. A great task for a new art history.
Many of these pieces of art represent other artists from another field of art: namely performing
artists in action on the stage or in a circus. A kind of unspoken collegiality save these pictures
from being lost in sentimentality. The complex situation of artists depicting artists transforms the
relation subject - object and elevates the documentary value of the heritage that in this way
exists as a common property in a hybrid cultural situation.
Because of this the discipline of Art History in its decolonial formulation is able to add a wealth
of new sources for historical understanding of the survival process of Travellers and their
companions.
Cañete Quesada, Carmen
Florida Atlantic University
The Gypsy Community During the Spanish Civil War (1936-1939) and Under Francisco
Franco’s Dictatorship (1939-1975): Recovering Spain’s Historical Memory
This presentation investigates the war involvement of Spanish Gypsy communities and General
Francisco Franco’s anti-Roma laws, that caused a forced dispersion of this group and the
prohibition of the Romani language and traditions. The study dives into the skepticism and
neutrality of the Roma community toward Spain’s civil war. It also explores Franco’s racial
hygiene policies similar to his Fascist allied counterparts, Germany, Italy and Portugal.
Discriminatory laws against ethnic groups -particularly the Roma population and Spanish Jewswere enforced in order to prevent endangering what was called “the essence of Spanish race.”
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Some examples of this would be psychiatrist Antonio Vallejo-Najera’s proposal in his study,
Eugenesia de la hispanidad y regeneración de la raza [The Eugenics of Spanishness and the
Regeneration of the Race] (1937), or the promulgation of the Reglamento de la Guardia Civil
[Civil Guard’s Regulation] against Gypsies in 1943, and the Ley Sobre Peligrosidad Social
[Social Dangerousness Law] (1970).
Although much has been written on the Spanish Civil War from the perspective of political, socioeconomic, and ideological points of view, there is almost no scholarship regarding the racial
implications of the war or the perception of marginal groups who witnessed the war and its
aftermath. This study revolves around the following questions: What role did Race play in the
war and post-war periods in Spain? What did motivate the Spanish Gypsy communities to
participate in a “foreign” or unrelated war? How did this marginal group experience the conflict,
and how was it affected by Franco’s discriminatory laws?
This study forms part of a book manuscript titled, Gypsies, Moroccans and African-Americans
During the Spanish Civil War (1936-1939) and Under Francisco Franco’s Dictatorship (19391975): Recovering Spain’s Historical Memory, that I am preparing for publication. This book
offers a racial interpretation of the Spanish Civil War and Franco’s dictatorship through the
voices of marginal communities (Spanish Gypsies, Spanish Moroccans and African-Americans
from the Abraham Lincoln Brigades), whose experiences have been disregarded from the
Spanish official history.

Cavaliero, Tamsin
Institute of Technology, Sligo
Braiding Educational Approaches: Co-creative teaching with Travellers
This presentation documents an ongoing research project that began in 2016 with the
introduction of a pilot programme concerning the delivery of an interprofessional module aimed
at targeting Young people experiencing social exclusion. The programme was delivered over a
4 day period in IT Sligo involving 4 Young People who are members of the Travelling
Community, Social Care Students, practice partners and lecturers. The project, titled There’s a
Place for Us, addressed issues of exclusion/inclusion, accessible spaces, and gate keepers in
order to create a safe place from the unfamiliar and invite each participant into an educational
space. Following on from the delivery of this programme the presentation explores the ways in
which the voices of those who are marginalised (in this case Young Travellers who are out of
education) can be included in innovative co-creative educational programmes. The focus of
the co-creation element of the practice education programmes, is on strengthening social
inclusion and active participation of marginalized groups allowing a ‘braided’ input into the
educational programme. This aims to create visible pathways into educational spaces for Young
Travellers currently out of education, and, improve the ability of current and future practitioners
(current students) in the Social Professions so they can innovatively work towards new solutions
to problems involving marginalized groups.
Chernykh, Alexander V.
Perm Federal Research Centre, the Ural Branch of the Russian Academy of Sciences
The Kalderash gypsies of Russia in the process of industrial cooperation in the 19201930s
At the end of the 1920s – the beginning of the 1930s in line with the state economic policy aimed
at industrialization and cooperation and also as part of the implementation of measures to
promote a settled way of life for nomadic gypsies, the Kalderash gypsies became actively
involved into cooperation and started establishing artels. The best period of cooperative
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movement among the Kalderash gypsies comes to 1928-1931. By 1931 only in Moscow there
were 18 artels which included 177 families for a total amount of 925 people. Usually each camp
organized its own artel and got the opportunity to buy raw material and to organize the sale of
products. In certain cases the problems of production workshops and dwelling units were solved.
The artels were acting in Smolensk, Kharkov, Leningrad and other Russian cities. Such form of
organization and interaction with public institutions was the most appropriate. On the one hand,
it allowed to keep traditional knowledge and social organization, on the other hand, it allowed to
be integrated into a new system of the Soviet economic relations.
From 1932 onwards the policy of eliminating the gypsies’ cooperatives was started. There were
several reasons for that. The ideological reasons lay in the lack of the Socialist system of
production and labour relations. The organizational reasons lay in the poor supplies of raw
materials. There were also some manufacturing reasons: there wasn’t any manufacturing base
in the artels. The work had just a seasonal nature. In winter all the manufacturing activities were
stopped. As for repressive reasons, the policy of repression against gypsies including the heads
of the artels began. Several attempts were made to increase the effectiveness including the
establishing of gypsy branches within larger manufacturing enterprises.
The final decision on eliminating the gypsies’ artels was made in 1935. No more state measures
to establish only gypsy manufacturing communities had been ever taken in Russia as it was in
the 1920-30s. The study was based on the documents of the central and regional archives of
the Russian Federation.
Colin Clark
University of the West of Scotland
Stay or Go? – Roma, ‘Brexit’ and European Freedom of Movement
Since at least June 24th, 2016 – the day after the European Union (EU) Referendum vote –
there has been a lot of public discussion in the United Kingdom (UK), and across other parts of
Europe, about what will happen when ‘Brexit’ eventually arrives. Indeed, there has been a lot of
discussion in the last few months about if Brexit will ever arrive. The debates have raged 24/7;
often heated, contested and vexed. It has been a deeply uneasy and unsettling time, not least
for the nearly four million EU citizens who live and work in the UK. However, it now seems likely,
as we head towards October 2019 and a new leader of the UK Conservative Party, that we will
begin to find out the realities and consequences of the ‘leave’ decision in the EU Referendum.
The focus of this paper is a deep examination of the implications and consequences for freedom
of movement of EU nationals, especially for Roma minority communities living and working in
the UK, with a focused view from Scotland. This paper traces how some Slovak, Polish and
Romanian Roma families, in particular, have started to think about, plan for and respond to the
possible futures that lie in wait for them and where they might find themselves, geographically,
economically and socially. The paper also has something to say about the wider ‘place’ of
Scotland in Europe and how it positions itself as part of the ‘European project’. During the ‘Brexit’
debates, we have witnessed elements of both civic and ethnic nationalism being embraced,
especially by the Scottish National Party (SNP), to illustrate supposed political differences with,
in particular, England and Wales. It will be argued that in order to try and protect freedom of
movement after ‘Brexit’ then Scotland must a) secure its political independence from the rest of
the UK and b) negotiate a place back in the heart of the European project. Overall, as Fintan
O’Toole has recently argued, Brexit has illustrated how lies have become truth, the oppressor
now presents as the oppressed and an openly populist and xenophobic English nationalism is
a force that now dares to speak its name. All of these factors need to be considered for how
they impact on those individuals and families at the sharp end of a divided Brexit politics – what
of Roma and their freedom of movement? It will likely be the case that Brexit does not mean
Brexit, as Theresa May and other politicians opined, rather it will mean a future of cultural and
political isolation, economic impoverishment and intellectual harm.
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Clough Marinaro, Isabella
John Cabot University
Governing Roma Street-Vendors in Rome: The Racialization of Informality
This presentation explores how Rome’s municipal authorities have managed Roma’s vending
practices in the city’s street markets during the last two decades and how Roma traders have
negotiated rising bureaucratic and legal obstacles to their everyday business strategies. The
study draws on a variety of data-collection methods including oral history interviews with past
street vendors and market organizers, participant observation in today’s (in)formal markets, and
primary media and municipal documentation. The analysis focuses on three interconnected
elements: firstly it traces the relationship between the formalization of some flea-markets and
the elimination of others as part of a broader drive to position the city as a globalized and efficient
commercial environment for tourism and real-estate development. It demonstrates, however,
that this process has been highly racialized – targeting Roma traders in particular through
discourses of crime and dirt/disorder – and implemented through partial, contradictory and
erratic methods. Secondly, it examines the new and power-inflected informalities that have been
produced as the authorities have sought to distance Roma traders from public view while failing
to address the inequalities underlying those economic practices. Thirdly, it explores the costs
and vulnerabilities that these informalities produce in traders’ daily lives as they seek to maintain
entrepreneurial autonomy. The analysis connects these dynamics to debates on urban
management techniques internationally, while dissecting the unique modalities through which
informalities are produced and negotiated in Rome.
Cousin, Gregoire
Verona University
‘‘O abiav kaj sas maskar amende pharaǧà e dusmània‘‘. Historical background and
present marriage in Dobrodja
Romani marriage has been the subject of several ethnological studies since Patrick Williams’
ground-breaking study in 1984. Leonardo Piasere proposed a comparative overview of these
studies in 2015. One keypoint of this anthropological literature is that marriage is a fundamental
component of Romani societies. Reading those contemporary works we can ask ourself: does
this structural position of the marriage change in the longue durée?
I have chosen to centre a case study that includes historical research on a single group, whose
name for themselves is Bessarabian Roma, from eastern Romania (Judeţ of Tulcea, Galaţi and
Brǎila), and who present themselves as a community of Romane Roma, practicing a form of
marriage that is specific for being early, endogamous and governed by an autonomous system
for resolving marital conflicts (kris). The long-term immersion makes it necessary to take a longterm view so as to observe the dynamics of the changes in this form of marriage and the conflicts
with the surrounding States and societies at different historical moment (Second World War,
advent of the communist economy, migration in Western Europe). In its analysis, the paper gives
priority to the notion of “kinship network” rather than that of “community” to analyse the insertion
of the historical events in the matrimonial life of the Roma. The network approach allows a fluid
and inductive understanding of identity capable of articulating different relational strata: social
networks made up of neighbours, friends, professional relations on one century.
References:
Leonardo Piasere (2015) Mariages romanès Une esquisse comparative. Firenze: SEID Editori.
Michael Burawoy (2003) L’étude de cas élargie. Une approche réflexive, historique et comparée de
l’enquête de terrain. IN Cefaï, D. (Ed.) L’enquête de terrain. Paris La Découverte.
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Dalbello, Marija
Rutgers University
Spoerri, Anselm
Rutgers University
Discourse in Gypsologists of the Second Period of the Gypsy Lore Society (1907-1914)
Based on a corpus of over 6,000 incoming and nearly 7,000 outgoing letters that the secretary
of the Gypsy Lore Society Robert Andrew Scott Macfie exchanged with nearly 2,000
correspondents between 1907 and 1914 and the issues of the Journal of the Gypsy Lore Society
published during that period, we identify and analyze the dominant themes in the discourse of
the GLS. This period—known as the second period of the British Gypsy Lore Society, revival
after the dormant years of the first wave (1888 -1892)—is formative for the GLS. We have
developed a method of analysis that allowed us to read the letter archive as a material text and
an information structure (Dalbello and Spoerri, 2018). In the proposed paper, we will analyze
the concept structure and the categories identified in the process of aggregative reading of the
corpus. Moving from the higher-level views we will address emergent themes and the “wildness”
of native folksonomies that Gypsolorists used in their correspondence, we will highlight the
Nordic dimensions (e.g., the involvement of Finnish GLS pioneer Arthur Thesleff). We will
comment on how we have converted the emergent ontologies that helped the Gypsolorists
discuss their subject to the taxonomies by which we analyzed this corpus in a grounded
approach that does not lose the connection to micro-discursive units (individual letters of
individual correspondents) that can offer productive engagements for researchers today. We will
address the following categories in-depth: organizational, fieldwork, collecting, Romani
(‘Gypsy”) origins, culture, and language, genealogy, and activism.
References:
Marija Dalbello and Anselm Spoerri. “Reading the Archive of the Second Period of the British Gypsy Lore
Society (1907-1914) as a Material Text and a Social Network,” presented at Annual Meeting of The Gypsy
Lore Society and Conference on Romani Studies, Bucharest University, September 4-8, 2018.

Deutsch, James
Smithsonian Center for Folklife and Cultural Heritage
Illustrations of Romani/Gypsy Culture in Popular American Magazines of the Early 20th
Century
The first four decades of the twentieth century are often labeled “the golden age of American
illustration“. Thanks to technological advances in printing and full-color reproduction techniques,
popular national magazines in the United States published original illustrations to accompany
their articles, both fiction and nonfiction. By the late 1930s, technological advances in
photographic reproduction and color photography effectively ended the golden age of illustration
in U.S. magazines.
This paper will investigate the illustrations that accompanied magazine fiction dealing with
Romani/Gypsy culture. Preliminary research indicates that dozens of such stories appeared in
magazines, notably Collier’s, Good Housekeeping, Ladies Home Journal, Liberty, McCall’s, and
McClure’s, particularly in the 1920s and early 1930s. The tone of the articles themselves is
highly romanticized, with taglines such as “Love of woman, love of power—a Gipsyland story of
unbending wills.” Not surprisingly, the illustrations seem equally romanticized, often featuring
bearded men in flowing robes with determined facial expressions, and women with long hair,
colorful skirts and scarves, and abundant jewelry.

10

Conference Abstracts
The 2019 Annual Meeting of the Gypsy Lore Society and Conference on Romani Studies
University of Iceland, August 15-17, 2019

This paper seeks to trace the origins and evolution of these Romani/Gypsy images—in part
through a chronological assessment of the illustrations and in part through biographical
information about the illustrators themselves. The results should help shed light on changing
attitudes and stereotypes regarding Romani/Gypsy culture in the early twentieth century.
References:
Parks, John A. “The Golden Age of American Illustration,” American Artist, 70 (January 2006): 24-33.
Bercovici, Konrad. “Steel Against Grass,” Good Housekeeping (February 1925): 18-21, 168-75

Dingeç, Emine
Dumlupinar University
Education of the Copts During the Last Period of Ottomans
In the Ottoman society, improvement process in Copts' living conditions was started at the end
of the 19th century. This improvement process is based upon the inclusion of Copts in
missionary activities. In some missionary activities, it was reported that the Copts transferred
to Protestantism. In the pleading prepared by Sadi Bey who was an Ottoman and Persian
Language Teacher in Syros High School of Civil Service, measures were suggested to prevent
missionary activities. These measures are for the formation of common culture. The report will
review implementation of the pleading results on the field. The implementation was carried out
in two fields. The first one is to assign imams to teach the Islam where Copts are concentrated,
and the second one is opening schools to give education for Copts. As the improvement program
includes measures and applications by the government, the main sources will be the documents
found at the Ottoman Archive of Prime Ministry.
Duminica, Ion
Head of the “Ethnic Minorities” Department, Institute of Cultural Heritage – Republic of Moldova
Romanian Roma Congress from 1933 in archival and media sources.
The proposed paper will present preparation and deployment of exclusive civil gathering of
Roma in interwar Romania, which took place in Bucurest city at October 8th 1933. This congress
was a historically unprecedented event. It marked the beginning of the impressive Civil
Emancipation Movement. The main aim of the gathering was focused on efforts for revival of
Romanian Roma through the promotion of their cultural values and protection of their
professional rights. The paper will present and analyse different published sources concerning
this historical event and on this base first of all it will discuss the two Romanian Roma
personalities that commenced and shaped this movement, namely Calinic I. Popp Serboianu,
who was in fact spiritual promoter of the Roma Civil Emancipation Movement in Romania; and
Gheorghe A. Lazarescu-Lazurica, who was the main organizer of the Romanian Roma
Congress, first President of the General Union of Romanian Roma;
The paper will examine also three main outcomes realized in accordance with the decisions
which were adopted by the Roma representatives at the Congress:
Official opening of the first Roma Kindergarten in Romania (Bucuresti city, October 1933)
Official registration of the General Union of Romanian Roma as a “legal person” / first Roma
Public Organization in Romania (Ilfov Tribunal's decision Nr. 117 at 30.11.1934);
Publishing of the first periodic Roma Newspaper “Glasul Romilor/Roma Voice” in Romania (15
issues: November 1934 – April 1941).
Along achievements made by Roma Civic Emancipation Movement in Romania, the paper will
point also its shortcomings, such as: the reluctance of traditional Roma leaders towards the
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emancipation process in Romania, lack of social solidarity between various Roma subethnic
groups, the discrepancy of the cultural values specific to the various Roma groups, etc.

Dunajeva, Jekatyerina
Pazmany Peter Catholic University, Budapest
Re-imagining the Nation: Roma in Contemporary Russia
This paper presents preliminary findings from fieldwork in Russia to be conducted in April-May
2019, funded by KAP19-14011-1.2-BTK grant (of Pazmany Peter Catholic University in
Budapest, HU). As part of this research, I focus on contemporary minority politics in Russia, in
particular analyzing Roma-focused policies and their implementation. Above all, I assess the
Comprehensive Plan for Socio-Economic and Ethno-Cultural Development of Russian Roma
2013-14.
I highlight the tension between the rhetoric of multi-national Russia that Putin has bee cultivating
in an effort to construct coherent and loyal citizens, and yet the widespread discrimination Roma
continue to face. Despite the efforts to unify Russia’s many ethnic groups into a single, proRussian allegiance and the ambitious plans of socio-economic and ethno-cultural development
of Roma, along with other minority groups, I expect to find that reality sharply differs from this
rhetoric and political aims.
More specifically, I look at education policies directed at Roma – for example, training of Roma
teachers’ assistants, Russian courses for Roma preschoolers, new textbooks in Romani and in
Russian for Roma – in order analyze to what extent their implementation was effective, whether
these policies were respectful and mindful of Roma culture, what the outcomes were, and how
these programs were perceived by teachers and Roma themselves.
Elšík, Viktor
Department of Linguistics, Charles University, Prague
De-volitive necessity modals in Romani
Romani shows considerable cross-dialect variation in all structural domains (e.g. Matras 2002),
including a bewildering variety of necessity markers and constructions (Elšík & Matras 2009). In
this paper I will investigate the development and cross-dialectal variation of de-volitive
expressions of necessity (e.g. Boretzky 1996: 14–17, Elšík & Matras 2009: 291–293). After
presenting an overview of volitive expressions in Romani and their necessity uses, I will focus
on the strongly grammaticalized de-volitive necessity modals (e.g. kampe ‘it is necessary’
< *kamel pes, literally ‘it wants itself’) that have developed in Romani dialects traditionally
spoken in East Central Europe (viz. in eastern Austria, northeastern Slovenia, Hungary,
Slovakia, southeastern Poland, western Ukraine, and Transylvania), with special attention to
cross-dialect variation in the degree of their grammaticalization, as evidenced by their
phonological shape, morphosyntactic behaviour, and modal meanings. I draw on data from
numerous grammatical descriptions of different Romani dialects and on mostly unpublished
fieldwork data on several hundred local varieties of Romani in East Central Europe (cf. Elšík et
al., in prep.).
References:
Boretzky, N. 1996. Zu den Modalia in den Romani-Dialekten. Zeitschrift für Balkanologie 32(1): 1–27.
Elšík, V. & Y. Matras. 2009. Modality in Romani. In Hansen, B. & F. de Haan (eds.) Modals in the
Languages of Europe: A reference Work: 267–324. Mouton de Gruyter.
Elšík, V., M. Beníšek & Z. Bodnárová. In prep. The Linguistic Atlas of Central Romani.
Matras, Y. 2002. Romani: A Linguistic Introduction. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
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Erenrich, Philip D.
Syracuse University
"Suspicion Amounting to Almost Conviction": Gypsies and the Emergent Faith in the
Predicative Power of Race in US Immigration Policy, 1891-1924
This paper historicizes antigypsyism in the United States during the late-nineteenth and earlytwentieth centuries by examining the experience of gypsy immigrants. During this era, the United
states experienced rapid and vast social, cultural, economic, and spatial transformations, largely
wrought by industrialization. A consequence of and leading contributor to these changes was
the significant increase in immigration, peaking in 1907 at 1.2 million. Ellis Island, the federal
immigration station in New York, at times received ten thousand immigrants per day. To process
the new arrivals efficiently, inspectors often relied on racial categories as short-hand devices to
predict an immigrant's likelihood of success or failure in the near and long term. Immigration
officials merged traditional antigypsy tropes with prevailing racial theories to justify excluding
and deporting gypsy immigrants.
Building on the work of Matt and Sheila Salo and others, this paper attempts to demonstrate the
reciprocal relationship between culture, science, and the state vis-à-vis gypsy immigrants.
These three facets of American society were part of a larger network of knowledge production.
By placing in dialogue state action (in the form of immigration enforcement), cultural productions
(plays, poetry, literature, music), and authoritative sources from the social sciences, we see that
seemingly static and timeless stereotypes are actually organic and circumstantial. The culture
and knowledge industries repurposed and grafted old gypsy imagery onto new historical
contexts. With the exclusion and deportation of each gypsy immigrant, immigration officials
revalidated old stereotypes and approved the new ones. The present study hopes to help further
our understanding of the persistence of gypsy stereotypes through moments of historical
disruption.
This paper is part of a larger dissertation project, "The Assumption of Identity: The Exclusion
and Deportation of 'Gypsy' Immigrants from the US, 1891-1932." This study anticipates
contributing to the current lacuna in Gypsy/Roma/Traveler literature in American history as well
as engaging with the historiographies of race and immigration in the US.
References:
Matt and Sheila Salo "Gypsy Immigration to the United States." In Papers from the Sixth and Seventh
Annual Meetings, Gypsy Lore Society, North American Chapter (New York: Journal of the Gypsy Lore
Society, 1986).
Matthew Jacobson, Barbarian Virtues: The United States Encounters Foreign Peoples a Home and
Abroad, 1876-1917 (New York: Hill and Wang, 2000).

Erolova, Yelis
Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Studies with Ethnographic Museum at Bulgarian Academy of
Sciences
The Gypsies: A National Security Issue in Contemporary Bulgaria?
Over the last 10 years, the public image of the Bulgarian Gypsies has been reshaped in the
context of national security considerations. A political concept of their integration based on the
‘carrot-and-stick’ principle or on the measures of restrictions and penalties has been developed.
Under the influence of a number of factors – such as the ethnicization of social problems on the
part of the state and local authorities, the nationalist-populist narrative involving the language of
racism and ethnic intolerance, and the uncritical and/or negative media coverage – this ethnic
minority (one of the largest in the country) has been seen as representing a different
‘civilizational’ Other, as a carrier of diseases, high fertility, crime, and Islamic fundamentalism.
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The paper presents several local cases that clearly illustrate the formation of these ethnic and
cultural pejorative labels. Also, the reformulation of the state’s ethnic policy towards the Gypsies
as a national security issue and the most likely consequences are discussed.
Ficeri, Ondrej
Centre of Social and Psychological Sciences, Slovak Academy of Sciences
Discursive legitimation of racial space: the case of Roma ghetto Luník IX, Slovakia
The municipal district of Luník IX in Košice (Slovakia) is a racially segregated, socially and
environmentally stigmatized housing estate inhabited by Roma population. As such it represents
an iconic symbol of failed inclusion policies in both domestic as well as international discourse.
Built at the turn of 1970s and 1980s during the socialist regime of Czechoslovakia, it was
originally inhabited proportionally by both white and Roma inhabitants. Archival documents
reveal, that despite a wide-spread urban myth about Luník IX as an ideal green space housing
estate, which was altruistically given to local Roma, the district in fact featured most of the racial
ghetto criteria already by its inception – spatial confinement, constraint and stigma. After the fall
of state socialism in Czechoslovakia during the neoliberal transition, the district was
institutionally encased as a Roma district with all negative aspects such as destruction of blocks
of flats and their consequent demolition by municipal authorities. Based on analysis of discursive
legitimation strategies in both public discourse and public myths, I draw attention to how racial
interactions and processes contested and re-produced racial space at the micro-level. The
objective of the paper is to explain how racial inequality was organized spatially in the city of
Košice and what justification tools have been used for it over time. Last but not least, I confront
discursive legitimation strategies with archival documents and ethnographic research to
vindicate the standpoint that Antigypsyism deeply embedded in mentalities of the majority
population has its significant constructive spatial dimension.
Filakovska Bobakova, Daniela
Department of Health Psychology, Faculty of Medicine, Pavol Jozef Šafárik University in Košice
Antigypsyism as a fundamental cause of the poor health of segregated Roma II: Pathways
operating through health-system services
In the period 2004-2015, our research team carried out a series of qualitative studies focused
on the social root causes behind the poor health of segregated Roma in Slovakia. Using
predominantly ethnographic methods across geographic areas and organizational levels, in the
studies we have explored related everyday practices of the segregated Roma themselves, of
healthcare practitioners working with the segregated Roma daily and of Roma health mediation
programs targeting segregated Roma enclaves. In our two-part presentation, we would like to
share our overreaching findings from these studies regarding antigypsyism. More specifically,
we will introduce our findings of how antigypsyism fundamentally affects all of the examined
practices. In this second part, we will focus on findings regarding healthcare and health
mediation practices. We found that and how a generally poor understanding of the current
conditions and practices of local segregated Roma sustained organizational features of healthsystem services that supported substandard front-liners’ practices towards the Roma, which in
turn also discouraged Roma use of the services.
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Folaron, Debbie
Concordia University, Montreal
From Literary Historiography to Translation Historiography: Grounds for Romani
Translation History/Histories
Over the past two decades, the discipline of translation studies has seen a substantial increase
in the volume of translation history publications written from the perspectives of different
languages and geographical regions around the world. As Outi Paloposki (2013) points out in
her case study on translation history in Finland, linguistic, cultural, and literary histories weave
through and overlap considerably with activities of translation. Indeed, many historical accounts
in translation studies are circumscribed within a literary context. It is well-known that many
writers also translate. According to Lieven d’Hulst (2010), the object of a translation history can
focus on any one of eight main areas: translator(s) as agent(s); works translated (or not) and
the criteria for their selection; publishing and distribution networks associated with translated
works; translation subsidies and patronships; the diverse conditions for and roles of the
translations produced; the ways in which translations come into being; periodization of
translation trends; and the functions, effects, and uses of translations in and by any given
society. As translation studies scholars Anthony Pym (1998), Andrew Chesterman (2009), and
others would later insist, however, translation histories are not only histories of translated texts
and processes; they are also histories of translators, i.e. of people and their networks within
specific social, cultural, economic, and political contexts, all of which contribute to the creation
of a diversified continuum of translation(al) choices and strategic decisions.
Bilingualism and multilingualism are characteristic of Romani writing, including many types of
literary writing. As Romani writer Hedina Sijerčić Tahirović (2018) has explored in her PhD thesis
on Romani literary writers in the Balkans, many Romani poets also self-translate – a subject that
has only recently begun to be more deeply investigated in translation studies. Translation in the
Romani context includes a wide, vibrant spectrum of translational expression, with myriad
reasons for opting to translate into and from diverse languages, including various Romani
dialects. Among these reasons are the need or wish to transcend linguistic and cultural
differences as expressions of a shared identity (Toninato 2013), specific historical factors of
politics and policies that influence or structure language dynamics (Zahova 2014), and traditions
of orality in the diverse countries and regions where Romani communities live (Eder-Jordan
2016). From a translation studies perspective, there is much to investigate in the practices of
translation that occur in the Romani context, from its role as linguistic, cultural mediation in
social, political, religious, and educational settings to its role as a tool for Romani language
revitalization and an expression of ethnic identity. In this presentation, I wish to consider how
some of the concepts used to write histories of translation for other geographical regions could
be implemented to map out a history of translation for the transnational domain of Romani
literary writing. Contrary to how most of these histories have been national or language-based,
the global Romani context offers an insightful look into how multiple languages in translation
constitute a uniquely configured foundation of literary expression that reflects the incredible
diversity of its peoples. At the same time, translation-oriented questions help us to understand
more precisely what is being translated and why, who translates, and where and how
translations are published, circulated, and used. More importantly, by reading and talking to
translators themselves, we can sketch out a more defined portrait of their perceived roles,
agency, challenges, intuitions, and understanding of their craft and profession.
References:
Chesterman, Andrew. 2009. “The name and nature of Translator Studies.” In Hermes: Journal of
Language and Communication Studies 42: 13-22.
Eder-Jordan, Beate. 2016. “Oral and Written Šukar Laviben of the Roma: The Beginning of a Romani
Literary Historiography.” Trans. Maria Witting. In Or Words to That Effect: Orality and the Writing of
Literary History, edited by Daniel F. Chamberlain and J. Edward Chamberlin, 194-205.
Amsterdam/Philadelphia: John Benjamins Publishing.
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Lieven D’hulst. 2010. “Translation History.” In Handbook of Translation Studies Vol 1, 397-405.
https://doi.org/10.1075/hts.1tra5.
Paloposki, Outi. 2013. “Translation History: Audiences, Collaboration and Interdisciplinarity.” In MonTI 5,
213-239. http://dx.doi.org/10.6035/MonTI.2013.5.8
Pym, Anthony. 1998. Method in Translation History. Manchester: St. Jerome Publishing.
Tahirović, Hedina Sijerčić. 2018. “Language and Literature of Roma Within Translation in the Western
Balkans: Poetry in Self-Translation (Jezik I Književnost Roma U Roma U Prevodu Na Zapadnom Balkanu:
Poezija u Autoprevodu). Belgrade: Univerzitet u Beogradu.
Toninato, Paola. 2014. Romani Writing. Literacy, Literature and Identity Politics. New York/London:
Routledge.
Zahova, Sofiya. 2014. History of Romani Literature. Sofia: Paradigma.

French, Lorely
Pacific University
Samuel Mago's Stories and Concept of "Glück" as a Romani Writer Connecting Austria
and Hungary
Roma and Yenish have a history in Austria that is over 600 years, with publication of their
literature only beginning to proliferate in the past three decades. Ceija Stojka, Karl Stojka, Mongo
Stojka, Mišo Nikolić, Stefan Horvath, Ilija Jovanović, Romed Mungenast, Sieglinde SchauerGlatz, and Simone Schönett all either had ancestors who had lived for decades in parts of what
is today Austria, or who had emigrated to Austria from Eastern Europe from the 1950s through
1970s. My paper examines the expanding body of literature, multi-media productions, and social
media posts of Samuel Mago, a younger Rom who migrated from Hungary. Born in 1996 in
Budapest, he grew up in Vienna. A large part of his works revolves around "Glück"--meaning
both luck and happiness--that positively assesses Romani ways, appeals to non-Roma to treat
Roma as humans, and highlights multi-lingual, multi-cultural connections between Austria and
Hungary. As a 17-year-old Mago was a winner of the 2013/14 contest "SAG'S MULTI", a
multilingual speech contest in Vienna. His short story “Zeuge der Freiheit” won the
literaturexilpreis in 2015 and the Roma Literature Prize of the PEN-Club in 2016. In 2017 he coauthored a book of short stories with his brother Mágo Károly, an active and prize-winning
journalist in Hungary. The collection of thirteen short stories, entitled Glücksmacher/e baxt
romani, is bilingual in German and Romany. Mago portrays complex incidents of "Glück" that
help Roma to live and survive through dark historical periods of persecution and discriminatory
situations in Austria and Hungary.

Gamella, Juan F.
Department of Social Anthropology, University of Granada
Consanguineous marriages among the Gitanos or Calé of Spain. A genealogical analysis
(1900-2006)
Using data from the familial and genealogical reconstitution of the Gitano population of 22
contiguous localities in Southeastern Spain, this paper analyzes the intensity, structure, and
historical evolution of consanguinity in 3,336 couples formed from 1900 to 2006. Of these
unions, 52% were consanguineous, and 28% involved relatives up to second cousins. The rest
of consanguineous unions (24% of all) involved more distant kin, such as third cousins, fourth
cousins, and so forth. When all ties found in the genealogical reconstitution are considered, the
resulting total mean coefficient of inbreeding was αt = 13.984 x 10-3. The genealogical method
revealed a high rate (61%) and a complex assortment of Multiple Consanguineous Marriages
(MCMs) which increased the total cumulative inbreeding coefficient by 17%. Among Gitano
people, consanguineous marriages have remained very common in the last decades in sharp
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contrast with the trends experienced by other Spanish populations. Moreover, the highest rates
of inbreeding were found in the 1960s, and 1970s the key period for Spain’s rapid
industrialization, socioeconomic modernization and rural exodus. In those decadees 33% of all
Gitano marriages were between kin up to second cousins, and the total inbreeding coefficient
considering all known ties reached a value of αt = 17.207 x 10-3. These are among the highest
rates of inbreeding found in any European population, including the most inbred of Spanish
isolates. Interestingly, in recent decades mixed marriages are rapidly increasing in this minority,
although they are compatible with high rates of consanguinity.
Gezgin, Elif
Çanakkale Onsekiz Mart University, Turkey
Tracing Romaphobia in Turkish Nationalism: The Çanakkale Case
This research examines the intersectionality of Turkish nationalism/conservatism and
Romaphobia in Turkish society with the help of qualitative data gathered from a field research
conducted in Çanakkale -a significant symbol of Turkish nationalism- in 2018. The paper will be
presenting the analysis results of 30 in-depth interviews with the residents of Çanakkale who all
identify themselves as Turkish(non-Roma) and Muslim. Queer theory will be utilized with the
general aim of destabilizing ideas of nationalist paradigms and hetero-normativity. Considering
the related notions like identity, race etc. as liquid concepts, this paper will address the following
questions in its specific context: How do the people we assume exhibiting Romaphobic
behaviors in Çanakkale give meaning to their attitudes/discourses? Even if they don’t seem to
perform directly openly Romaphobic behavior, how do they overlook, normalize or legitimize
these forms of discrimination/discriminatory speech surrounding them? What ideas and beliefs
are held by those who do find Romaphobic discourse to be acceptable? What might be the roles
of prevailing nationalist and religious discourses (which have gained greater prominence under
a neoliberal conservative, soft Islamist government) in legitimizing such attitudes? And lastly,
how do Romaphobia affect interviewees’ own identity formation, and accordingly, sense of being
Turkish and ‘in place’ in Çanakkale? (i.e. through NOT being Roma and hence as of right being
located in such a symbolic location?) The general aim of the research is to understand the
contextual dynamics which help the participants justify their Romaphobic attitudes.
Gonzales, Christina (Chris) A.
University of Oklahoma
Social Media Platforms as Critical Domains for Language Acquisition and Cultural
Preservation: What Role Can Facebook Play in Fostering the Use of the Romani
Language?
In academic discourse regarding language revitalization, domain is a critical element, but for a
diasporic language such as Romani, which is spoken in countless countries, there is no
amalgamated domain. Ethnologue, a regularly updated, comprehensive, and statistical
language database, now classifies Romani as threatened, while UNESCO, considers it severely
endangered. Both acknowledge that it is no longer being learned at home. This has created a
generation with only a limited understanding of the language. Many of these individuals have
turned to the internet to fill in these linguistic and cultural gaps. Social media platforms, such as
Facebook, provide readymade solutions to the lack of a language learning domain for those of
Romani descent who wish a better understanding of their language and culture.
This paper will attempt to emphasize the importance of online forums as new domains for
language acquisition by answering the question, what role can social media platforms such as
Facebook play in fostering the use of the Romani language? It will incorporate aspects of Identity
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Theory and Language Socialization Theory as key elements to the benefit of interactive online
learning. It will further illustrate how social media platforms like Facebook can be used to support
stable learner-based language acquisition programs by presenting a hypothetical curriculum
philosophy, teacher/learner dynamics, learning materials, including media and technology
aspects, and a brief multi-level curriculum and assessment plan for a Romani language/culture
acquisition/preservation Facebook-group community. Possible stumbling blocks and future
project directions will also be addressed.

Granqvist, Kimmo
Centre for Baltic and East European Studies, Södertörn University, Stockholm
Traditions in Finnish Romani linguistics
In my paper, I will deal with linguistic work on Finnish Romani (e.g. Granqvist 2010) from a
scientific philosophical angle of view, browsing through a history that dates to 1780, and
exploring how the development of the discipline has been influenced during the centuries by
various scientific ideologies and flows stemming from the academia and the surrounding society.
While the earliest studies on Finnish Romani concentrated mainly on lexicon and saw the Roma
as noble savages (Viljanen, Granqvist & Enache 2015) or as a threat to the society, a historicalcomparative standpoint was accentuated since the 1960s, emphasizing the relationship of
Romani with Indo-Aryan languages. At the same time, inspired by cultural radicalism, scholars
were increasingly interested in Roma as a minority and their own perspectives (Viljanen,
Granqvist & Enache 2015). Since the 1980s, the work on Finnish Romani was saturated by
Fennistic ideals, concretism and emphasis on data possibly stemming from the Junggramatiker
(Karlsson 1975) and since the early 2000s, by international trends in general and Romani
linguistics as a modern, solid discipline.
My paper will consist of three main sections, of which the first one will be an introduction in the
research history of Finnish Romani and in the late and limited institutionalisation of the discipline;
the second one will be an attempt to distinguish in the research tradition homogenous periods
or epistemological paradigms, their ontology and relationship with previous work, and their
legacy; the third one will seek for causes of paradigm shifts (Kuhn 1962).
References:
Granqvist, Kimmo 2010. Two hundred years of Romani Linguistics. In Karttunen, Klaus (ed.) Anantaṁ
śāstram. Indological and Linguistic Studies in Honour of Bertil Tikkanen. Studia Orientalia 108 (2009), p.
245-265.
Karlsson, Fred 1975. Fennistiikan tieteenparadigmasta ja sen ohjausvaikutuksesta. Virittäjä 79(2): 179193.
Kuhn, Thomas 1962. The Structure of Scientific Revolutions. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
Viljanen, Anna Maria, Kimmo Granqvist & Anca Enache 2015. Suomalaisen romanitutkimuksen
vuosisadat. Finnish Review on East European Studies 41-53.

Gripenberg, Lidia
Helsinki University, Social and Cultural Anthropology
The role of Charismatic Christianity and Pentecostalism in the interaction between Roma
Groups
This paper focuses on anthropological research on the interaction between Finnish Kale and
East European Roma in Helsinki, based on fieldwork done in 2014-2015 in connection with my
PhD Thesis. The interaction of different Roma groups have got only limited attention in research
literature. This is so far the first extensive anthropological study on the subject. Several hundred
East European Roma mainly from Bulgaria and Romania, entered Finland starting from the
beginning of 2007, when those countries joined the European Union. Since the fall of the Iron
18

Conference Abstracts
The 2019 Annual Meeting of the Gypsy Lore Society and Conference on Romani Studies
University of Iceland, August 15-17, 2019

Curtain on 1989, Finnish Kale had organized missionary trips targeted to the Roma in East
European countries. When East European Roma, started migrating permanently or temporarily
to Finland, the nature of that relationship changed.
My argument is that the role of Pentecostalism as a catalyst for the interaction between the
Roma Groups, who would otherwise likely abide with the principle of non-interference in each
other’s affairs, has both social and spiritual dimensions. While Pentecostal conversion plays a
role in fulfilling personal and group needs, such as combating deprivation and displacement,
societal shift towards democratization, experimenting with new social practices, empowerment
of women, etc. the influence of its spiritual dimension should not be underestimated.
Charismatic Christianity converts engage simultaneously in two cultures: the culture of the
congregation and that of the surrounding population. For Pentecostal Kale and Pentecostal East
European Roma in Finland it appears to be that their “local Pentecostal cultural traditions and
values” fit together more readily than their local Roma traditions.
Hagatun, Kari
Department of Education, University of Bergen
Schall, Verena
Language Council of Norway
Educational language policy and practices for Roma in Norway: Identifying the missing
link
This paper investigates how the educational system in Norway relates to Romanes, the mother
tongue of Roma. In 1998 Roma were recognized as one of Norway’s national minorities and
they currently count some 700 individuals. Existing studies indicate severe lacks in the children’s
formal education and that most adults are illiterate.
We describe the educational language situation empirically by presenting the experiences of
Roma children, their parents and teachers, based on a recent ethnographic study conducted in
Oslo.
The findings are discussed in light of historical and current structural challenges in national
minority language education in Norway. We argue that although Norway’s ratification of
international conventions has increased the possibilities for maintaining Romanes, the
authorities are struggling to carry out the international commitments through national school
regulations and local practices.
We argue that the lack of a clearly defined national policy constitutes a missing link, making it
difficult to establish targeted solutions at municipality and school level in line with international
commitments. This also makes it difficult to implement best practices based on international
research.
Language users are currently discussing whether Romanes orthography needs to be
standardized. There is a demand for a dictionary and other language infrastructure, but the
varieties of Romanes spoken in Norway are still poorly documented. We argue that developing
language infrastructure will be valuable for educational practice, but stress the need for
addressing the overall structural challenges in national minority policy in order to improve the
situation for language education of Roma children in Norway.
References:
Hagatun, K. (in press). “They assume that I don’t really want education for my children”: Roma mothers’
experiences with the Norwegian educational system. HERJ. Special issue (1/2019).
Schall, V. (2017). Språk, identitet og minoritetspolitikk [Language, identity and minority policy]. In N.
Brandal, C.A. Døving, & I. Thorson Plesner (Eds.): Nasjonale minoriteter og urfolk i norsk politikk fra 1900
til 2016. Oslo: Cappelen Damm Akademisk.
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Hajnáczky, Tamás
Károli Gáspár University of the Reformed Church in Hungary, Maria Kopp Institute for
Demography and Families
National Association of Hungarian Gypsy Musicians 1918-1933 in Light of the Press
The governments of the Horthy era did not form a central ’Gypsy-policy’ and consequently, the
so-called ’Gypsy-issue’ fell fully into the hands of the assigned ministries and local authorities.
The public authorities acted in their sole discretion, largely, they acted on their basic tasks and
cognisance, or simply ignored the issue, as a result of which the Ministry of Interior and the
Ministry of Welfare and Labour became decisive. Mainly law-enforcement dealt with travelling
Gypsies - a small portion of the estimated one hundred thousand Gypsies living in Hungary –
the majority who lived in colonies was dealt with concerning public health. Regarding Gypsies,
the given era is frequently judged by the related provisions, and these often criticized measures
regulating the above two areas became common knowledge. The foundation of the National
Association of Hungarian Gypsy Musicians which intended to represent the interests of the
nearly ten thousand Gypsy musicians somewhat changed the picture that had by then
developed since the organization enjoyed the full support of the heads of the Ministry of Interior
and the capital city, regulations were enacted to protect their interests and initiatives. Behind the
patronage, one might recognize that after the Treaty of Trianon gypsy music became part of the
irredentist ideology and revisionist movement, and therefore the interests and claims of the
Gypsy musicians were fully fitted the Age.
Hajská, Markéta
Faculty of Arts, Charles University
“Hamime Rom”. A sub-ethnic interference of a village in Eastern Slovakia in a diachronic
perspective
The paper focuses on the topic of gradually ethnic mixing of Vlach Roma (Vlašika Rom), the
original habitants of one municipality in Eastern Slovakia, with Slovak Rumungri, which has
started in post-war period. The process of changing the merital patterns from endogamous to
exogamous has influenced not only the social structure of the community, but also its social
status among the Vlach Roma. The Roma from sub-etnically heterogenous families are seen as
“hamime Rom” (mixed Roma), which have a lower social status. The author uses a combination
of socio-anthropological, oral historical and sociolinguistic methods and explores the actors’
perspective on the conceptualisation of group boundaries. She focuses on the process of culture
change and its reflection by the local actors as well as by other Roma groups in contact. She
analyses the symbolic categories relevant for the social space of the group of Vlašika Rom. She
discusses the role of language use and the mechanisms of ethnic categorisation in the whole
process. The author considers the language as one of the most important pillars of the group
identity while simultaneously serving as the most distinctive feature in the process of boundaries
construction. She does not approach language as a mere marker of ethnicity, but rather
examines it as an active instrument which reflects and contributes to the formation of the local
social structure and to the processes of the creation of ethnic categories as social constructs.
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Hertrampf, Marina
University of Regensburg
Arriving in a Third Space: Literary Narratives on Female Romani Migrants in France
In France, for about fifteen years, the „Roma problem“ has been regularly raised in public and
political discourses, and not only rhetorically: For years now, France pursues a strong policy of
exclusion (evictions, expulsions, etc.). Despite this unwelcoming attitude, Roma from Romania
continue to migrate illegally to the hoped-for land of human rights to seek for a better life.
While every migrant – being part of the Roma minority or not – has to cope with linguistic and
cultural difficulties leading to identificational instability and processes of reframing identity within
the host society, the situation for female Roma is far more complex. The differences in attitudes
on gender and sexuality between traditional Roma societies and French society are enormous
and not easy to get together. Thus the clash of cultures seems extraordinary harsh when it
comes to (young) Roma women trying to trying to readjust their identity within the French host
society. In fact, they run the risk of binary exclusion: If they refuse to adopt French attitudes and
stick to their traditional rules and roles, they are excluded from the social life of French majority.
If, however, they opt to adjust to the French lifestyle, they might be excluded from the Roma
community. The special challenge for Romnija is no to choose between Scylla and Charybdis
but to find the golden mean, that is to develop a self-confident female identity in-between (Homi
K. Bhabha).
Based on the analysis of three francophone narratives, out lecture illustrates which difficulties
Romnija migrated from Romania to France have to encounter on their way to find a new home
in the Third Space identity. Our corpus includes the autobiography Je suis Tzigane et je le reste
(I´m a Gypsy and I remain it, 2014) by Anina Ciuciu co-authored by the non-Roma journalist
Frédéric Veille, the autobiograhic report Rien ne résiste á Romica (Nothing resists Romica,
2016) by non-Roma journalist Valérie Rodrigue and Lucie Land´s fictional life story Gadji!
(2008).
Howarth, Anthony
University of Cambridge
To Move Through the City is to have it Move Through you: Learning Traveller History
from the Cabin of a Transit Van
The archive is stereotypically imagined as being sequestered in the vaults of libraries, museums
and research institutes; a collection of boxed documents, shelved artefacts, and digital files. For
the historian this may contain more than a hint of truth, for this ethnographer, however, the
archive came to life through a space of involvement where Traveller men’s embodied
metaphors, the material landscape of the city and the perception of such an environment are
interwoven. With regards to this, the paper asks: what happens when the archive manifests itself
through the fieldwork encounter; a situation where life-histories, shaped by a lifetime of practical
involvement with the urban landscape, are elicited from the cabin of a Transit van? In providing
a response, the intention is to examine the relationship between anthropology, history,
conceptualisations of memory and a reappraisal of what Malinowski famously termed ‘the
native’s point of view’ (1961: 25).
Drawing on my ethnographic research with Irish Travellers in London, I hope to consider the
archive beyond the confines of written/oral history, to incorporate the ways that the life- histories
of my interlocutors are woven into the fabric of the urban environment. In such a place, what I
categorise as condensed histories not only guide Travellers on their life journeys but, in turn,
these are continuously being shaped by their everyday involvement with the urban environment.
In this sense, for Travellers, to move through the city is to have it move through them, and by
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extension, through the anthropologist who accompanies them, generating data, participating in
their lives and writing their history.
References:
Malinowski, B. 1961 [1922]. Argonauts of the Western Pacific: An Account of Native Enterprise and
Adventure in the Archipelagos of Melanesian New Guinea. New York: E. P. Dutton.

Hrustič, Tomáš
Institute of Ethnology and Social Anthropology, Slovak Academy of Sciences
Struggle for power on a local level – municipalities governed by Roma in Slovakia.
The paper focuses on municipalities in Slovakia where Romani mayors had been elected or
Roma elected councilors controlled municipal council in previous election period between 2014
and 2018. There had been 35 Romani mayors elected in 2014 in Slovakia. In recent local
elections in November 2018, 30 of them have been re-elected (while 15 new Romani mayors
have been elected, as well) and managed to defend their positions in municipalities where
demography is not always favorable and the Roma do not consist significant majority in the
village. In many cases, the Roma community leadership has managed to trigger significant
changes in municipal governance and development and this fact has been reflected by their
satisfied voters in favorable election results. However, Slovak media and mainstream political
leaders predominantly portray Roma mayors as incompetent and uneducated opportunists who
are a threat for good governance in their villages. This stereotype is also ingrained (surprisingly
or not) in non-Roma electorate quite often in municipalities with Roma elected leadership. In this
environment and atmosphere, political discourse at a local level is prevailed not only by success
stories of fulfilled promises but also by racism and latent ethnic tensions, usually escalating
during election campaigns prior to municipal elections. In some cases, Romani political success
caused mobilizing effects on non-Roma voters and candidates leading to more focused and
concentrated campaigns resulting in taking back control over the municipal politics. This
presentation will reflect some perspectives of Romani local leaders on their political and electoral
strategies as well as challenges they have to face. Using examples of specific municipalities, I
will finally show various patterns of this struggle for local power.

Hyltén-Cavallius, Charlotte
Institute for language and folklore
Fernstål, Lotta
National Historical Museums
To stage a minority group – folklorist Carl-Herman Tillhagen and the photographs in the
collection Sweden’s Gypsies (Sw. Sveriges zigenare) at the Nordic Museum
This paper discusses the collection of photographs in the archive collection of Sweden's Gypsies
(Sw. “Sveriges zigenare”) at the Nordic Museum, created by the folklorist Carl-Herman
Tillhagen. Many of the photographs originate from the so-called inventory of “Swedish Gypsies”,
part of the state “Gypsy investigation”, performed in 1954-1956. The aim of this paper is to
critically analyse Tillhagen’s creation of this collection to gain a greater understanding of the
collection and its background. We intend to explore how and in what context Tillhagen compiled
the collection and added written information to the photographs. We also intend to place
Tillhagen in a century-long anthropological, and colonial, tradition of field works aimed at
creating knowledge about “the other” and the use of photography in this practice (Clifford and
Marcus 1986; Edwards 1992; Pratt 1986). In doing this, we pay attention to Tillhagen’s field work
methods and role as a “gypsy expert”, his way of using photography and his composition of the
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collection (Becker 1993; Broberg 2001; Kjellman 2014, 2017; Montesino 2001, 2002). The
collection can today appear to be both strange and prejudiced, while it also contains rich
information of various kinds, e.g about Roma’s living conditions as well as the normative ideals
of the majority society, and about the role of folklore research and the folklore archives in
collecting information on national minorities. By producing knowledge about the background of
the collection and circumstances surrounding its origin we contribute to the possibility of using
its photographs with a critical eye for new interpretations and new knowledge.
References:
Becker, Karin (1993):’The Photographic Archive and the Construction of National Culture.’ Ethnologia
Scandinavica, vol. 23, 114-130.
Broberg, Gunnar (2001): ’Det antropologiska fotoalbumet’. Mer än tusen ord. Bilden och de historiska
vetenskaperna, eds. Lars M Andersson, Lars Berggren and Ulf Zander, 145-160. Lund: Nordic Academic
Press.
Clifford, James and Marcus, George E. (eds.) (1986): Writing Culture. The Poetics and Politics of
Ethnography, Berkeley: University of California Press.
Edwards, Elizabeth (ed.) (1992): Introduction. Anthropology and photography 1860-1920, 3-17. New
Haven, Conn.: Yale University Press.
Kjellman, Ulrika (2014): ’How to picture race?’ Scandinavian Journal of History, 39:5, 580-611.
Kjellman, Ulrika (2017): ’Fysionomi och fotografi – dem rasbiologiska konstruktionen av den nordiska
rasen som vit.’ Ras och vithet. Svenska rasrelationer i går och i dag, ed. Tobias Hübinette, 47-69. Lund:
Studentlitteratur.
Montesino, Norma (2001): ’The ’Gypsy Question’ and the Gypsy expert in Sweden’, Romani Studies 5,
vol. 11, no 1 (2001), 1-24.
Montesino, Norma (2002): Zigenarfrågan. Intervention och romantik. Lund: Socialhögskolan, Lunds
universitet.
Pratt, Mary Louise (1986): ’Fieldwork in common places.’ Writing Culture. The Poetics and Politics of
Ethnography, eds. James Clifford and George E. Marcus, 27-50. Berkeley: University of California Press.

Ivanov, Ivan
European Roma Information Office (Brussels, Belgium)
Making the best use of European equality legislation to fight Anti-Gypsyism
It is widely agreed that Anti-Gypsyism is more than just discrimination against Roma, and that
the first step to fight Anti-Gypsyism is to be institutionally recognized. In order to make
sustainable progress in improving the situation of Roma, it is necessary to take
multisectoral action to combat the dramatic levels of Ant-Gypsyism across Europe. At present,
reports indicate that anti-Gypsyism pervades all segments of European societies and is
continuously steered up by the media as well as public officials. Anti-Gypsysims feeds the cycle
of discrimination which Roma are caught. Roma stereotypes often serve to justify ongoing and
past discrimination and inspire its continuation. Anti-Gypsyism also serves to obstruct the
implementation of policies and strategies aimed at improving the situation of Roma. With this
presentation I argue that the widespread and constantly increasing Ant-Gypsyism is putting at
risk the implementation of the newly adopted European strategies and policy aiming to bring
change at national and local level.
In my presentation I will discuss four steps necessary to be taken to ensure de facto equality for
Roma and to combat rampant Anti-Gypsyism through persistent and effective implementation
of the existing EU equality law and more specifically the Race Equality Directive.
The four steps are as follows:
- Measures to eradicate ongoing discrimination - focusing on providing more locally-tailored
knowledge of factors causing discrimination in order to develop appropriate remedies,
investigations and legal actions
- Measures to compensate for past discrimination- focusing on desegregation measures to be
taken in all areas as well as adopting positive measures.
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- Measures to promote Roma identities – aiming at improving Roma access to basic rights in
different sectors not at the cost of assimilation.
- Measures to eliminate future discrimination – as a regular part of policy and law-making, the
potential impact of laws and policies on Roma should be assessed at the outset and adjusted,
if necessary so as to avoid any negative impact.
Kalinin, Valdemar
Independent researcher
Divergence process among the Baltic Roma speakers
The author touches on the deepening of the diverging process, which is happening, and
continues to happen between speakers of the close dialects of the Baltic Romani Language
group. This accelerates due to different factors: (a) established borders between EU counties
(Poland, Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia) on the one side and Belarus, Russia, Kazakhstan and
Ukraine* on the other side; (b) the fact that those countries stopped learning Russian and Cyrillic
script which played as an important info-lingo means of communication and para-lingual
instrument to learn within the huge Baltic Romani language and social area and media channels.
Thus a phrase, like ‘to become “work as”, or “be like, in capacity /category” and “stay as”’ is
expressed in three different ways: (a) Northern-Russian, and some speakers of the BelarusLithuanian Romani dialects use the Dative case: ”Jov acia phurydyrėsa (He became a
head/superintentant); (b) most of the Polish (lowland) Roma and some of the Belarus-Lithuanian
Roma use the Nominative case:”Jof ċhija phuredyr/Jov jacia phurydyr”; (c) while
Latvian/Estonian čuhno speakers and the Polish ‘pliuniaki’ use the Dative case: “Jov ačja
phuredirėskie”. In addition creating Baltic Romani literature, especially on Websites, Facebooks
and LinkedIn may assist Roma in slowing the process of further divergence and estrangement
from each other - once the same or very close clans spoke the same language, of the former
inhabitants of the Great Duchy of Lithuania during XV-XVI centuries. Learning more about close
neighbours and the way they speak, has been always an attractive phenomenon and feeling
within a man’s soul.

Kapralski, Slawomir
Pedagogical University of Krakow
Casted in the Role of Intruders: The Contemporary Forms of Antigypsyism in Poland and
Their Relation to Antisemitic Cultural Codes.
My paper presents a generalized theoretical conclusion from a research conducted in 2018 by
the Association of Roma People in Poland under my direction (project financed by the
Foundation EVZ).
In this project, we have researched the recent trends in, as well as the connections between
antisemitism, antigypsyism and wider phenomena of xenophobia, racism, prejudice and
discrimination.
In my presentation I will focus on two main contexts in which antigypsyism draws upon
antisemitic cultural codes: (1) the mainstream perception of social structure; (2) the
securitization of Roma as casted in the role of (absent) “external intruders”.
(1) There are two social-structural “significant others” for Polish identity: the “elites”, located
above the national mainstream, and the “pathologies”, situated below the mainstream.
Antisemitic motives are often used to describe “cosmopolitan elites”, whereas elements from the
antigypsyist glossary are often used to depict “pathologies”. None of them can be considered
part of the Polish nation according to this perception. Both Jews and Roma become an emblem
and symbol of the break of social order, injustice and threat to the majority.
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(2) The securitization of Roma people coincides with the recent fear of refugees. In Poland there
are no refugees, but the majority of Poles nevertheless fears them and supports the current
government’s policy not to accept any. In such situation, Polish Roma are demonized as the
representation of “threatening external other”.
Koper, Tomasz
Botkyrka municipality / University of Warsaw
Two strategies of the adaptation of Roma community in Poland (research report).
This paper is based on doctoral thesis, focusing on the Gypsy identity and socio-cultural
adaptation strategies and is based on ethnographic research among two Romani groups in
Poland: Polska Roma and Begritka Roma group. The issue of adaptation is understood here in
its broad sense, as an accommodative process of adaptation to the socio- cultural resources
belonging to the majority society. The scope of the presented considerations has been limited
to the context related to the dimension of contemporary Roma identity, which provide a
theoretical framework in the thesis. The main focus has been placed on distinctive elements of
cultural patterns and ways of live of these two groups. The Romani identity concept will be also used
as a general point for the analysis of the social adaptation process. Gathered data has indicated the
diverse ways of the adaptation to the non-uniform social environment among the two Roma
groups. The aforementioned differences result from the two groups of factors: the interpretation
of own group identity and the distinct attitude towards the aforementioned social environment.
As a result, the two Roma groups living in Poland demonstrate two different social adaptation
strategies.
Kovacheva, Lilyana
A model for Romani community mobilization: An insider view
I´m a Romani woman, activists and academic who has lived half of her live in Communist
Bulgaria and the other half in the process so-called democratic transition. I have been raised in
the Romani mahala of Kyustendil where I also spent my youth as teacher and school director. I
dare to say that despite the fact that I have gone through the social elevator path becoming a
PhD in Ethnology, Director of an Educational Centre within the Ministry of Education and an
internationally recognised Romani woman activist and expert on Romani culture and education,
I have never discontinued my contacts, observations and engaged work at the grass-roots of
the Romani neighbourhoods in Bulgaria and the Balkans.
Recently I have led a national-wide protest pleading for the resignation of the Bulgarian vicepremier who has claimed that the ´Gypsies have come very arrogant´ and do not obey the laws.
The large mobilization of many educated and lay Roma throughout the country and in migration
who backed up this protest, made me reflect on a model that can help Romani leaders,
community workers and people to work together for the better life in Romani neighbourhoods.
In the paper I´ll discuss my life path as a Romni, researcher and activists on the background of
historical and socio-political developments in Bulgaria. From the point of view of theory and
practice I´ll discuss a model for Romani community mobilization. It is not something new, it is
something that has been applied in Romani communities in the recent history, for example in
communist Bulgaria, as well as since the 1990s when many NGOs were established and given
grants to do community work. Criticizing the established practice in Eastern Europe in the
process of transition for doing civil society work in the form of paid NGO projects, I claim that
this model can be successful only when it is implemented voluntarily and addresses the local
needs of each Romani neighbourhood
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Kriebel, Leslie
Boston University
Forms of Discrimination and Persecution Leading to Genocide: A Sample of Romani
Survivor Experiences of the Porrajmos.
This study provides an example of a bridge-type research which pulls together 60 qualitatively
rich survivor narratives which are underutilized in both social science and formal historical
research. The goal is to provide an empirically based description of lived Romani experience,
in the voices of the survivors, as a useful supplement to existing historical studies. While not
claiming to be a representative sample, the personal accounts used are drawn from published
autobiographies, pre-recorded interviews with survivors, as well as interview notes from Donald
Kenrick and Grattan Puxon which are now on deposit at Wiener Library, London. By organizing
these autobiographical accounts first through use of a detailed questionnaire, the personal
experiences of Romani individuals in this period are brought into clearer relief in the aggregate.
This study is informed by the Everyday Discrimination Scales (EDS) developed by DR Williams,
Y Yu, JS Jackson, and NB Anderson in 1997 which has been used in a variety of public health
assessments of minority groups all over the world. The basic set of variables used in this scale
structure this study as I seek to identify qualitative variations in Romani experiences of social
and state repression through four different time periods and across different regions of Nazi
Germany.
Kyuchukov, Hristo
University of Silesia, Katowice, Poland
Samko, Milan
Constantine the Philosopher University, Nitra, Slovakia
Acquisition of wh-questions in Romani language
The paper will present results from experiment done with Roma kindergarten and preschool
children from different European countries.
However, the focus will be on 6 years old. It is known that after the age of 5 children acquire the
complex syntactic structures. In order to find out how their syntactic knowledge is developed the
children were tested with two comprehension tests: wh pair questions (Who eats what?) and wh
complements (The woman told her son to bring a big bowl, but he got a big glass instead. What
did the woman say to her son to get?). The results from the testing will be presented and
discussed, in order to show which type of wh questions are more difficult for comprehension and
why.
Lee, Peter
School of Arts and Humanities, Nottingham Trent University
Dialect and Regionality within the Gypsy, Roma and Traveller Communities of the East
Midlands within the UK
This paper investigates language variation and regionality within the Gypsy, Roma and Traveller
communities within the East Midlands of the UK. The status and influence of the varieties
associated with GRT groups within English dialect studies have traditionally been neglected
(Beal, 2010). This disregard is arguably part of a historical legacy associable with a wider
stigmatisation and a part of a discrimination often found to be held towards GRT communities.
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The paper will explore the use and development of a methodology that adopts and adapts
methods developed by Llamas (2001, 2014) to survey regional dialect. The analysis of which
will be used to map out regional variation and change, as well as attitudes attributable towards
dialect and ethnicity within a regional context. The methodology comprises semi-structured
interviews which have been conducted, recording lexical variation and linguistic features
associated across and between community groups. As well as lexical variation, participants are
surveyed on attitudes and perceptions of language and culture using both quantitative and
qualitative data collection methods. The analysis of sociolinguistic and contextual factors are
highlighted which are argued to exclude or promote the use of dialect use by members of the
speech community as well as being factors that determine its maintenance.
Discussion covers mapping out dialect in use within the regional area, and the nuances
identifiable within the regional area and between groups. The paper will position Gypsy, Roma
and Traveller dialect research within the wider context of Roma and Traveller language study
within the existing corpus of research, and how these varieties constitute primary parts of a
regional, East Midland UK variety.
References:
Beal, J., 2010. An Introduction to Regional Englishes: Dialect Variation in England. Edinburgh. Edinburgh
University Press
Llamas, M. C. 2001. Language variation and innovation in Teesside English. Ph.D. thesis, University of
Leeds.
Lamas, M. C., Watt, D. 2014. Scottish, English, British? Innovations in Attitude
Measurement. Language and Linguistics Compass. 8/11: pp.610–617.

Leroy, Théophile
The School for Advanced Studies in the Social Sciences – Paris
Voices of internees. Testimonies of the Nomads’ persecution in France, 1940 – 1946.
During the World War II, more than 6 000 people were interned as “Nomades” in French camps.
The “nomade” category was built under a republican regime. In 1912, a law was passed
instituting “anthropomorphic identity booklets” for itinerants in order to enable the authorities to
keep track of their movements. This law defined the nomad as a homeless and unemployed
person who has an itinerant lifestyle. From then on, French authorities used the administrative
term “nomad” to encompass Roma, Sinti and Gypsies of all kinds and to monitor their
movements. During the Occupation, the German authorities ordered the transfer of all
“Zigeuner” in the occupied zone to camps guarded by the French police. French authorities used
the “Nomad” category to identify and intern itinerant families in several camps located all across
the French territory. Numerous children lived for several years in internment camps and some
of them are still alive today. With Ilsen About, research director at the CNRS, I am currently
working on a project that aims at collecting audiovisual testimonies of surviving witnesses and
collecting all the recorded or written testimonies kept in the archives concerning the internment
of the "Nomads" in France between 1940 and 1946. Up until now, I conduct several interviews
of former internees. These testimonies express the daily experience inside internment camps
and reveal the sufferings endured by these itinerant family groups during the war. In Reykjavik,
I want to expose the results of this research and question the memory of the Nomads’
persecution in France between 1940 and 1946.
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Levínská, Markéta
Faculty of Education, University of Hradec Králové, Czech Republic
Bittnerová, Dana
Faculty of Education, University of Hradec Králové, Czech Republic
Negotiation of Roma Childhood among Three Institutions
Building upon an ethnographic research in the Czech Republic the paper examines three
cultural models shared within the specific groups of caretakers: the Romani parents, Czech
teachers and social workers. These cultural models are related to the basis of institutions of
family, school and state office for child protection.
How is the mainstream normative cultural model of “happy childhood” – which is grounded in
the institution of modern state – negotiated by members of Roma communities from social
excluded rural areas?
The paper follows, how these negotiations result in creation of multiple cultural models of “happy
childhood” and emphasise the undermining principles of their creation. The paper also discusses
how they impact the decision-making of the research participants/members of local
communities.
The main analytical assumption introduces the theory of cultural models. Following Lakoff’s
theory of ideal cognitive models (Lakoff 2006), the paper demonstrates, how the cognitive
models function as a source of prototype phenomena that generate categories. Building upon
ethnographic data about the relations and interactions among members of three target groups
(parents, teachers, social workers) the paper discusses the tensions arising from interactions of
different emic perspectives on the childhood.

Lundgren, Gunilla
Writer
To write or not to write. Gunilla Lundgren tells about writing books in cooperation with
young and old Roma
In the late 1960s I was a young teacher in Stockholm, Sweden. To my school class came the
children from two Romany families, newly arrived from ghettos in Spain. They had never gone
to school before and were so many that my class room got crowded. I had to handle the situation
by finding new ways to teach. In my search I found a book by the Brazilian human-right activist
Paulo Freire, “Pedagogy of the Oppressed”. Briefly, Freire says that you can´t help people if you
work for them, you must work together with them. Inspired by this I started to write a book
together with my Roma students. This book “Maritza- a Gypsy girl” came in 1972, and that book
gave my life a new direction. I became a writer.
Now I have written 15 books in cooperation with young and old Roma. In my talk I will show
pictures, part of a film and tell about the joys and difficulties you meet when you try to write so
called true stories.
On the example of my collaborative writing with Roma on various books, I will address the
following questions: What are the most difficult and challenging issues when we write about real
personalities and real life-stories of people who went through the most horrific moments in
human´s history (as for example the Holocaust); How to narrate painful memories in children´s
and young adults literature; What are the challenges we face and compromises we make in the
process of collaborative writing.
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Marques Gonçalves, Gabriela
Autonomous University of Barcelona
Why to study media and cultural consumption by Romani population?
The present paper aims to discuss how the studies of media and cultural consumption can be
useful to the Romani Studies. Such proposal is part of a doctoral research that was been
developed with Romani population from Catalonia, in Spain. Through fieldwork and interviews
we discussed what kind of media access Catalonian Romani population has and its point of view
about media representativeness and discrimination.
Historically, media studies are divided into two areas: the study of the text and the study of the
audience. Consumption studies are part of the second area and such field is very important to
understand cultural, political, economic and behavioral trends. Considering this, we propose
three questions related to the different ways the public is interpreted in media studies.
Firstly, the public was seen as individuals, as groups or as masses. Does belonging to an
ethnical community influence how Romani population is as audience? Another way to interpret
the public is through the discussions about its agency or its passivity to interpret the messages.
Does belonging to a minority group make Romani population more active or more passive in the
process? Finally, the public is seen as a citizen or just as a consumer. Does its situation of social
and economic exclusion make Romani population use the media to reclaim its rights as citizens?
The answers to these questions can help us to understand how discrimination and racism
against this community work in different contexts by reinforcing institutional and everyday
practices.
References:
Huertas, Amparo. La audiencia investigada. Gedisa Editorial: Barcelona, 2013.
________________. Yo soy audiencia – Ciudadanía, público y mercado. UOCpress: Barcelona, 2015.
Jamal, Amal. The culture of media consumption among national minorities – the case of arab society in
Israel. I’lam - Media Center for Arab Palestinians in Israel, 2006.
Sodré, Muniz. Antropológica do Espelho: uma teoria da comunicação linear e em rede. Petrópolis, RJ:
Vozes, 2002
Willem, Cilia. ‘Roots and Routes’ - Young people from diverse ethno-cultural backgrounds constructing
their identities using digital media. Tesis Doctoral Universitat de Barcelona: Barcelona, 2010.

Magnúsdóttir, Ásdís Rósa
University of Iceland
Romani literature in Iceland: Exoticism and familiarity
Even if Romani literature is now fairly well known in the Western world it has remained almost
unknown in Iceland to the present day. The Vigdís Finnbogadóttir Institute of Foreign Languages
wishes to fill this gap and intends to publish a collection of Romani short stories in Icelandic in
2020 as part of its series. The collection will contain approximately twenty texts written by six
acclaimed authors. One of these authors is Mateo Maximoff (1917–1999). Maximoff ‘s works,
mainly published in French, have been translated into several foreign languages. Four of his
stories from The Doll of Mameliga (1986) will be included in this first collection of Romani short
stories in Icelandic. Iceland has a rich patrimony of popular tales and legends that were to a
large extent collected and written down in the 19th century. In the 21st century this cultural
heritage is still an active element of Icelandic culture and identity. In this paper I will present
briefly the forthcoming collection and discuss aspects of the translation work, with special
emphasis on Mateo Maximoff’s stories and the similarities between his fictional universe and
some Icelandic folktales.

29

Conference Abstracts
The 2019 Annual Meeting of the Gypsy Lore Society and Conference on Romani Studies
University of Iceland, August 15-17, 2019

Marinov, Aleksandar G.
School of History, University of St Andrews, Scotland
Images of Roma through the language of Bulgarian state archives
This paper addresses the discourse surrounding the Roma in the period between the two World
Wars by analysing a number of archival documents from this period. One way to find out more
about what the general perception of the Roma is, besides reading fiction literature, media and
the works of scholars, is through studying archival documents. This piece has been inspired
through the research carried out on the RomaInterbellum Project which studies the Roma Civic
Emancipation between WWI and WWII. Reading through a number of gathered Bulgarian
archival materials on Roma, or Tsigani (translated as Gypsies) as they have been widely
referred to in the sources, the reader cannot help but begin to build a certain image about this
people. Unsurprisingly, the image do not seem to differ much from the one of today– that of the
uneducated, dirty and foreign, and a people who pose a threat not only to the well-being of the
surrounding population and their culture but also to the Bulgarian state and economy. The
research is based on a number of archived files, letters of complaints from Bulgarian citizens
and other documents sourced from the Bulgarian State Archives in Sofia. There is a danger of
judging a piece of information without giving an overview of the general context and
circumstances, and as conducting archival research always leaves the researcher with an ever
increasing line of queries for further research, this work consciously decides to simply analyse
the words and language employed in the archived documents, the connotations they bear and
the images they build. The informative find here is that the almost 80 years which separate us
from the beginning of WWII and today, have proved little in changing the overall image and
description of Roma. It appears that regardless of their long European history and regardless of
their large number, Roma have been maintaining a persistent image of a troublesome and
unwanted Other, and this becomes apparent from the utilisation of a certain language when
Roma are being referred to in the archived resources. Moreover, this has been utilised as a
starting point for their emancipation. Namely, to start emancipatory movement, first there is a
need to ‘recognise’ there is a ‘problem’ which requires solutions. As this presentation will show,
this has precisely been the case in the Interwar period where Roma leaders, or ‘intelligentsia,’
used it in order to build a better integrated Roma society through the establishment of
organisations and associations.
Marushiakova, Elena
University of St Andrews, UK
Popov, Vesselin
University of St Andrews, UK
Can a non-Rom be the Progenitor of Romani literature: The Case of Alexander Germano
For centuries, Roma, (widely also known as Gypsy), have lived in Europe and regardless of their
nomadic or sedentary way of life, in their vast majority they didn’t belong to the enlightened and
highly educated parts of society. The vast majority of them were centuries long illiterate or poorly
literate.
This explains why Romani literature emerges and begins to develop relatively late, de facto only
in the 20th century (some earlier reports, such as about Romani poet Gina Ranjičić, are still
disputed).
In fact, the man who can be considered progenitor of contemporary Romani literature (and
moreover in all the three main literature genres: poetry, prose and drama) is Alexander German
(with alias Germano), who lived in the former USSR (born 1893, died in 1955).
Our presentation is prepared on the basis of a few years of work in the Alexander Germano’s
personal archive, preserved in the town of Orel (Russian Federation). This archive is extremely
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rich and includes not only Germano’s publications, but also a large number of manuscripts, not
just literary works and personal diaries and files, but also historical and literary studies that have
not been published.
All these documents allow to illuminate all the blurred spots in his biography and to reveal his
ethnic background, which in almost all publications till now was defined as Romani - his father
is usually considered to be Czech and his mother a Romani woman from Moravia. The sources
preserved in his personal archive challenge these well-known facts. It appears that it is a case
when a person who is not of Roma origin, who never claimed Roma ethnicity and without ever
demonstrating a Roma identity was declared Rom and nobody (neither todays authors nor his
contemporaries) disputed his supposed Roma ethnicity. In any case A. German succeeds in
becoming a prominent Roma author (he was even also a Romani language editor of Roma
authors) and de facto progenitor of Romani literature.
As can be seen from his autobiographies, a major factor in his formation as a Roma author is
the public procurement - state policy in the early USSR, leading to the creation of Gypsy
alphabet, codified written norm and Romani mother tongue education. Prerequisite for Romani
language teaching was the need to have Roma authors and such an author became Germano.
The example of Germano shows that the beginning of national literature is not absolutely
necessary and obligatory related to a particular author with respective ethnic origin and identity,
but from significance here is his literary work and its public impact.

Matei, Petre
“Elie Wiesel” National Institute for the Study of the Holocaust, Romania
Roma Movement in Interwar Romania: Between Nationalism and Pragmatism
In the interwar period, for the first time in their history, the Romanian Roma managed to organize
themselves on a modern basis, forming Roma associations and unions, having their own
newspapers, flags, programs, meetings and assemblies; in an effort to define themselves, they
became politically active, trying to negotiate agreements with various political actors, on different
levels, claiming rights etc. Although different types of organizations coexisted, of special interest
to me in this paper are the organizations created after 1933. They aspired to represent, at least
discursively, all the Roma on national level regardless of their traditional affiliations and subidentities. In my presentation I will analyse how those Roma leaders saw themselves, their
movement and the rest of the Roma, what program they had and how they tried to achieve their
goals. On the other hand, the Romanian authorities (churches, law enforcement agencies etc)
had their own sensitivities and agendas. This was a serious challenge for the Roma: as they
were not self-sufficient, they depended heavily on the Romanian state support. Consequently
they had to pay special attention to what the authorities were interested in. On the whole, the
interwar Roma elites’ discourse oscillated between:
1) a national approach inward, towards the Roma for ethnic mobilization: messages to unite and
stand together to get their rights, efforts to combat the ethnic stigma, discussions on the
ethnonymes (Gypsy vs Roma) or on the importance of Roma in Romania and worldwide, the
beginning of a national mythology (by putting into circulation ideas about the illustrious Indian
origin, a glorious past before enslavement, heroization vs victimization etc).
2) a pragmatic approach outward, towards the Romanian authorities and public opinion;
consequently, the Roma presented themselves rather as a social category with special needs
due to the historical legacy. However, throughout the interwar period pragmatism prevailed. The
activists were very cautious to avoid being perceived as just another minority claiming ethnic
rights and thus any hostile reactions of the Romanian majority on whose good will they felt the
success of the Roma movement depended.
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McNary, Shane
Practitioner, Cooperative Baptist Fellowship.
Moses as model for Roma Religious Leaders
The challenge for Romani religious community leaders is to develop leadership models that take
into account the cultural realities of Romani communities. Christian communities, particularly
those of the growing independent Charismatic variety, are uniquely capable of reflecting
indigenous cultural leadership models.
The leadership model presented in Aaron Wildavsky's Moses as Political Leader offers
culturally-sensitive insight which can offer interesting insight into the leadership of Romani
religious communities. While avoiding the misconception of a common origin, history of the
Jewish and Romani peoples, cultural parallels do exist.
This presentation will compare and critically analyze Romani studies' literature, specifically
history and culture, in search of Romani leadership models and how they are reflected in Romani
churches of Central and Eastern Europe. The literature offers understandings of traditional
Romani leadership which are constructs and not indigenous. There is little in the literature about
leadership development within Romani communities.
The practical purpose of this study is to examine the cultural realities of Central and Eastern
European Romani christian communities and compare these with model of leadership presented
in Wildavsky.
New, William, S.
Beloit College, Beloit, WI (USA)
Ghettos within ghettos: Critical race perspectives on Romani schooling and language
Little research on Roma education has employed critical race theory to understand the racial
inequities characteristic of Romani children’s schooling and language development. These kinds
of theoretical approaches are important to understanding the dynamics, across time and space,
of Roma exclusion and stigmatization, and the intractability of these problems. Hristo
Kyuchukov and I conducted a study concerning the education and language development of two
cohorts of Romani children, one from a small town in central Slovakia and one from a village in
western Bulgaria. These children’s lives, and their paths of development, are quite similar: they
live in extreme poverty without the essentials of shelter, sanitation, nutrition, health care, or
education, excluded from interaction with the majority society. They live adjacent to Romani
communities with a higher standard of living, who likewise do not communicate with them. They
share the experience of being discriminated against not only by non- Roma but also by ‘higher
class’ Roma as well. They are considered – by both dominant groups -- to be mentally retarded,
ineducable, and asocial. I will bring to bear several analytic tools from CRT research, particularly
those that help explain how subordinated groups come to believe what the dominant class thinks
about them, and then projects these beliefs on the less fortunate among their own subordinate
group. For this, I will also make use of Pierre Bourdieu’s theory of symbolic violence.
Nicolau, Lurdes
Centre for Research in Anthropology, New University of Lisbon
Routes of the Roma population in the North of Portugal: from nomadism to sedentary
lifestyle
The Gypsies of the northeast of Portugal experienced a "forced nomadism" and difficulties of
access to livelihoods, according to the results of an investigation to a PhD thesis about gypsies.
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For the implementation of this study were used a qualitative methodology and specific and
diversified research techniques such as ethnographic observation, interviews and documentary
work applied alternately both in rural and urban areas.
The work allowed to know some aspects of the Roma population in the region, such as the
migratory and economic pathway. Regarding the migratory route, nomadism, over time, gave
way to settlements or periodic movements out of the town, when they couldn't find sufficient
means of subsistence.
Families currently reside in different villages and in the city, however the vast majority live in
poor housing conditions in run-down houses or slums, situated in peripheral neighborhoods.
As for the economic route, formerly they dedicated above all to begging, to trading animals
(donkeys and mules) or small activities such as basket weaving. In the 60s and 70s of the 20th
century there was a great migration flow abroad, mainly to Spain, looking for better economic
conditions.
Nowadays, the income of families comes mostly from Social Insertion Income, agriculture work
in a daily basis work, sheep-farming or construction worker.
Through this investigation it was possible to give visibility to the Roma population in the northeast
of the country and to provide a more comprehensive and enriching knowledge about the studies
of gypsies, especially in rural areas.
Nistor, Diana-Alexandra
Babeș-Bolyai University
Centre and Periphery. An Oral History of the Roma Communities between Rural and
Urban Areas in Communist Romania
A particular concept regarding the image of the Roma communities in communist Romania is
that of marginality. Post-Second World War years are characterised by many changes the
nomadic, semi-nomadic and sedentary Roma communities have encountered regarding
mobility, dwelling conditions and lifestyle. The present research aims at emphasizing the Roma
communities’ everyday life during the communist regime in terms of the space/ place they
inhabited, their mobility and migration, their relationship with the local authorities/ the communist
state. By employing the oral history methodology, the research analyses the centre-periphery
binominal at several levels: the relation between the institutions of the Romanian communist
state (regarded as centre) and the Roma neighbourhoods (periphery); secondly, the relationship
between the major historical events of the twentieth century (understood as the centre) and the
Roma population’s everyday goings-on (seen as periphery); and finally, the centre-peripheral
relation from a territorial point of view highlighting the social implications of this centre-periphery
binominal in Roma habitation, by approaching histories from periphery and histories about the
periphery and the centre. At the heart of this research are four distinct research questions,
focusing upon the following topics: the forced sedentarisation of the Roma nomadic families
during the communist regime in Romania, the Roma families living in the centre of former Saxon
villages and towns during the same period of time, the systematisation policy affecting the Roma,
and the Roma craftsmen communities who managed to move around the country under the
strict control managed by the communist authorities in terms of mobility.
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Olariu, Călin Andrei
Babeș-Bolyai University
Negotiating Communism. Roma People’s recollections of living in the Transylvanian
town of Sebeş during the 1970s and 1980s
In my present research I use oral history interviews to learn more about the ways in which Roma
from a “ţigănie” (Roma neighborhood) remember and give meaning to their experiences during
the communist regime. Their accounts represent a powerful challenge to the official
representations of the Roma as marginal groups. Interviewees contest the communist
authorities’ dismissal of the “ţigănii” (Roma neighborhoods) as places unfit to be part of the urban
landscape, by talking about how the community was well integrated in the town’s life and about
the important social and economic roles it played before 1989. These recollections also point
towards the fact that, regardless of the central authorities’ analyses and policies, at a local level,
the Roma were able to negotiate to a certain degree their place within the social and economic
landscape of the town. The interviews also outline powerful influences on the social and
individual memory of the inhabitants, which are marked by nostalgia and dissonance. These
characteristics do not stem from an uncritical engagement with the communist past, but are a
consequence of the social trauma the community went through during the transition period.

Ort, Jan
Charles University, Faculty of Arts/Faculty of Humanities
The Policy of “Controlled Dispersal” of the Roma in the 1960s in the Former
Czechoslovakia. A Case Study of Humenné District
In many places for centuries until today, the Eastern Slovak Roma have lived in settlements
spatially or symbolically clearly separated from the non-Roma parts of certain municipalities. At
least from the beginning of the 1950s, policy of “the liquidation of Gypsy settlements” was in
force which, in Czechoslovakia, resulted in the plan of “controlled dispersal” (1966-1970). Its
objective was to dispose of a considerable number of Roma settlements in eastern Slovakia and
to relocate the local Roma to the selected towns in Bohemia and Moravia (Donert 2017). At the
same time, many of the Eastern Slovak Roma were coming to the Czech lands in the postwar
period because of an economic marginalization of their region of origin, but also because of
everyday racism and paternalism coming from their non-Roma neighbours (Donert 2017,
Sadílková 2017). The paper is based on the author’s ongoing research, which focuses on the
implementation of the policy of “controlled dispersal” in a particular Eastern Slovak district. Its
goal is to follow the dynamic process of negotiating the interests of individual agents, be it the
central government, municipalities, or the local inhabitants, both the Roma and the non-Roma.
Since the policy was criticised for ignoring the socio-cultural specificities of the Roma
communities (Pavelčíková 2004), the author will discuss, how the policy met the interests of the
local Roma, and how the Roma themselves responded to it.
References:
Donert, C. 2017. The Rights of the Roma. The Struggle for Citizenship in Postwar
Czechoslovakia.Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Sadílková, H. 2017. Resettling the settlement. From recent history of a Romani settlement in southeastern Slovakia. In: Festschrift for Lev Cherenkov. Graz: GLM. 339-351.
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Ostendorf, Ann
Gonzaga University
What Can Romani Studies Learn from Native American Studies
This paper will compare and contrast the disciplines of Native American Studies and Romani
Studies in an attempt to discern how some of the perspectives, developments and approaches
of the former might inform those of the latter. Western scientific scholars have been studying
Native North Americans for centuries. Only rarely did they incorporate Native North American
indigenous ways of knowing into their own western scholarship. Increasingly, over the past
generation, western scholars of Native North Americans have begun to recognize the limitations
of their own epistemologies as they grapple to understand people who produced, kept, and
disseminated knowledge and meaning in different ways. Only in the past few decades have
even a small number of Native North American people become recognized scholars in western
knowledge traditions. These two simultaneous “turns” in Native American Studies have shaped
the way this relatively new discipline fundamentally privileges indigenous perspectives. There
are a variety of ways Native American Studies scholars and educators ensure they incorporate
an indigenous perspective in their work. Some of these include: the consistent presentation of
primary and/or secondary source evidence produced by a Native American person; a consistent
employment of terms that denote when considerations are being made from a “western” as
opposed to an “indigenous” perspective; invitations for Native elders and professionals to
participate in classrooms, roundtables, and other western scholarly forums, as evidence of the
legitimacy of their own experiences and epistemologies. Several of these techniques might be
adopted for use in Romani Studies scholarship and educational spaces.

Ploscariu, Iemima
School of History and Geography, Dublin City University
Biserica Credința: the growth of Roma Baptists in Interwar Romania
The numbers of Baptists grew exponentially among the ethnic majority population in the border
regions of Transylvania, Banat, and Bessarabia annexed to Romania by 1920. In the
competition over souls and for cultural space in the newly formed Greater Romania the Roma
became an important minority to win over. In 1930 Petar Mincov visited Chișinău and spurred
outreach to the Roma among Romanian Baptists as he had in Bulgaria. It was here and in the
cities of Arad and Alba-Iulia that some of the first Romanian Roma converted to the Baptist
denomination. The first Roma Baptist (and first Roma neo-Protestant) church, called Credința
[Faith], was founded in Arad city in 1931. Confessional newspapers in Romanian, English, and
Russian from the interwar period reveal the initiative taken by the local Roma community to
convert and to start their own church. The paper analyzes the role of Romanian Baptist
leadership in supporting Roma churches and the development of these new faith communities
in the borderland regions. Unlike outsider attempts to foster a Roma Baptist community in
Bucharest, the Credința Church survived World War II and communist governments, and
provides insight into the workings and agency of a marginalized double minority.

Pontrandolfo, Stefania
Verona University
Combining archive research and ethnography in the anthropology of Romani groups
This paper proposes a reflection on how Romani group ethnography can combine fruitfully with
archive research by constituting, case by case, varied forms of “historical anthropologies” or
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“ethno-histories” or “regressive histories” or "anthropological histories”. The paper presents in a
comparative way cases of experimentation (sometimes unvoiced) in this kind of methodological
combination from the anthropology of Romani groups produced during last three decades.
Rašić, Nikola
Independent researcher
Romano-Serbian: A fake language?
On Wikipedia in English we find a modest entry entitled: Romano-Serbian Language. According
to the accompanying table it should be spoken by some 170.000 native speakers in Serbia and
it presents a mixed Romani-Serbian variety. It has also an ISO-code (ISO 639-3) and a code
within the Glottolog system (roma-1241). We also find it in Ethnologue’s Languages of the World
(under the same ISO-code). The same Wikipedia entry exists in the languages Romani,
Piemontese, Russian, Serbian and Serbo-Croatian, always with slightly different contents and
sometimes containing contradictory information. It also appears elsewhere in literature on
Romani Studies and on the Web.
Thus, it has a classification of its own, which makes it a linguistic fact par exellence. Shortly: It
should be an undoubted language or, at least, a linguistic variety with a clear linguistic and social
identity.
But is this really so?
There are various reasons to question it, and this is what this contribution is about: to trace the
origins and the content of this linguistic information. We might consider this information as a kind
of “fake news” in Romani Studies (which it really is, as we shall see). Also some important
terminological issues involved will be addressed.
Ryvolová, Karolína
Independent researcher / KHER publishing platform
Romani Literary Endeavours in the Czech Republic as a Joint Project of Romani Writers
and their Non-Romani Editors
Romani writing in the Czech Republic has had a virtually uninterrupted development since the
late 1960s. The tradition is now well-established, with a steadily growing output of Romani works
on the mainstream market and a quickly developing literary field marked by literary readings,
book launches, peer reviews and appearances in mainstream literary events (Noc literatury,
Svět knihy) and the media. There is also a substantial and perhaps quite unique tradition of
writing and publishing in Romani.
From the early days, nevertheless, the collaboration between Romani self-taught writers and
their Non-Romani editors has been crucial both to the writing process (in technical terms) and
particularly the dissemination process. Far from being the instances of collaborative writing,
these projects would not have been viable without the production assistance of Non-Romani
parties.
In my paper, I am going to briefly look at the history of such collaboration, but particular attention
is going to be paid to two recent developments in the field, that is the foundation of the Romani
publishing house KHER in 2012 and Paramisara, a Romani literary club in 2018. Between them
they combine grassroots initiative with Non-Romani means and strategies. The involved parties
endeavour to become an alternative to the mainstream publishing monopoly, which ostracizes
RomLit by means of a combination of economic restrictions with deeply seated prejudices and
frequent instances of structural censorship in Bourdieu’s sense.
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Rodell Olgaç, Christina
School of Culture and Education, Södertörn University
Dimiter-Taikon, Angelina
School of Culture and Education, Södertörn University
Demetri, Mikael
Educational experiences from working with Romani students in higher education in
Sweden
In 2012 the Swedish government launched a long-term Strategy for Roma Inclusion 2012-2032.
This presentation summarises and analyses four Romani mediator courses and one course for
mother tongue teachers in Romani commissioned to Södertörn University by the Swedish
National Agency for Education and the National Board of Health and Welfare 2012-2018 within
the framework of the Strategy. The theoretical framework draws from the conceptual system of
Bourdieu (1993) and Bourdieu & Passeron (1990), especially the concept of cultural capital, also
as expanded by Winkle-Wagner & Locks (2014) in the concept of Academic Capital Formation
(ACF), underscoring the importance of agency as well. The question addressed is as follows:
What kind of educational practices can contribute to promote agency among the Romani
students in these courses?
Critical ethnography and participatory action research where reflexivity is central are methods
that have inspired the study (Cohen, Manion & Morrison, 2000). Material such as four
documentary films, evaluation forms in the end of each term and informal discussions with the
participants as well as teaching experiences are some of the material analysed. The results
indicate that obtaining theoretical tools for their previous experiences, many of them activists of
many years, but also the symbolic value that university credits provide, are important
achievements for the participants from the courses. This has contributed to more competence
and confidence in carrying out their work as mediators or mother tongue teachers in the
municipalities, also resulting in self-organising a national network of mediators.
References:
Bourdieu, P. (1991). Kultur och kritik. Göteborg: Daidalos.
Bourdieu, P. & Passeron, J.-C. (1990). Reproduction in Education, Society and Culture.
London: Sage Publications.
Cohen, L., Manion, L. & Morrison, K. (2000). Research Methods in Education. London:
RoutledgeFalmer.
Winkle-Wagner, R. & Locks, A.M. (2014). Diversity and Inclusion on Campus: Supporting
Racially and Ethnically Underrepresented Students. New York and London: Routhledge.

Roht, Eva-Liisa
University of Tartu
“God is my bosom buddy”: experiencing faith and Roma missionizing among Roma in
Estonia and Latvia
Pentecostalism has been known for its promise of equality of all peoples before God and at the
same time for accommodating its proselytizing message to different conditions, fitting its mission
to the local people and situation. This presentation draws on ethnographic fieldwork materials
and looks at the mission encounter between the Kaale (Finnish Roma) missionaries and the
Roma in Estonia and Eastern Latvia. The aim of the presentation is to show the role of ethnicity
in the mission work of both the Finnish Kaale and the local evangelical Roma in Latvia and
Estonia. Elements that can be associated with Romani culture are used by the Kaale
missionaries during the tent meetings. The purpose is two-fold: to bring more Roma to the events
and to promote knowledge about the Roma to the non-Roma so that the latter would include
Roma more among themselves in their congregations. For instance, the mission also includes
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songs in Lotfitka (Latvian) Romani dialect in its practices to increase the appeal of conversion.
The local converted Roma emphasize the importance of adaption in mission and in practicing
the faith to reach the Orthodox, Lutheran and Catholic Roma. Finally, I discuss how the usage
of ethnic elements in missionizing relates to bodily and emotionally experiencing God’s presence
among the born-again Roma in Estonia and Eastern Latvia.
Roman, Raluca Bianca
University of St Andrews
From Christian mission to trans-national connections: Evangelism, emancipation and
social mobilisation in the inter-war publications of the Finnish ‘Gypsy Mission’
The interwar years in Central and Eastern Europe is known as the period when some of the first
Roma organisations began to emerge and some of the first Roma-led journals and newspapers
were beginning to be published. Nevertheless, different types of Roma-focused policies and
organisations were also developing elsewhere in Europe taking distinctive shapes and having
specific missions concerning the social, political and/or religious mobilisation of Roma
communities in these respective national contexts. This paper will focus on the development
and the role of the Mustalaislahetys (Gypsy Mission) among Roma in Finland during the interwar
period and will look primarily at how the content of its own publication at the time, Kiertolainen,
reveals the contextualised aims and goals of the mission, alongside the development of a
historically and socially grounded vision for the future of this national Roma community.
Founded in 1906, and initially led by non-Roma Evangelicals conducting work among Roma in
Finland, the organisation’s main aims were those of providing social assistance, housing and
educational projects to ‘Gypsies’ in Finland, including the setting up of orphanages and
educational facilities for Romani children. Furthermore, the organisation began publishing its
own journal, Kiertolainen, in 1907 (preceded by a Christmas special issue, ‘Maailman kiertaja’
in 1906). Active before the interwar period and continuing its influence and publication until
present day (under the name of Romano Boodos), the journal reveals distinctive understandings
of the ‘future’ of the Roma community in the country, from a specifically Evangelical point of
view.
In this sense, the publication both resembles and is clearly distinct to other major Roma-focused
and Roma-led newspapers in other countries (such as ‘Romano Lil’ in Yugoslavia, ‘Glasul
Romilor’ in Romania, etc). On the one hand, Kiertolainen was primarily a non-Roma led
newspaper, which had an Evangelical, missionary outlook and was aimed at bridging the divide
between majority population and the ‘Gypsy’ population in the country. On the other hand, it
comprised news items and articles concerning the state of other Roma communities elsewhere
in Europe, therefore making a connecting point between Roma across different national
contexts. These contrasts reveal not only potential tensions in the ways in which ideas and
ideals of Roma emancipation and mobilisation have manifested during the interwar period in
Europe (from political to religious mobilisation, from Roma-led to Roma-focused) but also points
to the impact of specific Evangelical missions in shaping particular understandings of the
‘Roma/Gypsy vision’ and the future of Roma communities across Europe.
Rotaru, Julieta
Centre for Baltic and East European Studies, Södertörn University
Patterns of the interethnic relations of the Roma in Romania, historical and ethnosociological dimensions
This study draws on the preliminary results from the ongoing Södertörn University led project,
funded by the Östersjöstiftelsen (2018-2021), which represents per se a ground-breaking
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endeavor to digitalize and put in the public domain for the first time the demographic data about
the Roma from Romania from the unpublished Census of the population and capital (1838). The
Census unveils that in 1838 the serfs’ villages shares about 90%, and that these villages used
to be inhabited by Romanians and Roma. Stahl’s (1980) theory of peasant community villages
based on the diffuse traditions and on family common law has some roots in such a reality. The
mixed community defines that type of communities composed of different ethnic groups and
characterized by a certain degree of coexistence, coinhabitation, conviviality or, at the opposite
pole, of contending relations, clash of life-styles, conflicts etc. In this context, it becomes
imperious the need for a comparative historical, sociological and cultural anthropology study
about the situation of the serfs and the Roma, especially in the period prior to Emancipation
from slavery (1856). The study will provide data on the social, cultural and psychological balance
of Roma interactions with others ethnic communities (the majority mainly), illustrating with case
studies on four types of communities: a local community where the majority (over 50%) of
population are Roma (considering ethnic identification); local community where a significant part
(5-20%) of population is Roma; local community where Roma population is well integrated; a
vulnerable area with poor population, inside a certain urban-like settlement.

Sadílková, Helena
Seminar of Romani Studies, Department of Central-European Studies, Faculty of Arts, Charles
University
Between mourning and action: dilemmas of socio-political engagement of Roma in postwar Czechoslovakia as a legacy of the war and genocide
The first attempt at self-organization and participation of Czechoslovak Roma in the design and
implementation of Roma-directed policies in post-war Czechoslovakia can be traced already
into late 1940’s. While existing historiography concentrates rather on the period 1969-1973 and
on the establishment and activities of the only official Romani organization established in
communist Czechoslovakia, the Czech and Slovak Unions of Gypsies-Roma, the paper will
concentrate on the processes and developments that have preceded it. These can be
interpreted as legacies of the war experience (and genocide) as well as the outcomes of the
closely connected identification of a part of the members of local Romani communities with the
social revolution proposed by the communist party in Czechoslovakia and the ideal of
eradication of racial discrimination. On the example of a collection of documents produced by
the proponents of Romani political engagement and self-organization, the paper will discuss not
only the dilemmas produced in the process of negotiation at different levels of state
administration, but also the references to the war-experience included in these as well as on the
language of change and (re-)negotiation of “Gypsiness” in the changing realities of post-war
Czechoslovakia.
Salo, Matt T.
Independent researcher
German Gypsy Immigration and Early History in the United States
Published scholarly sources on Gypsies/Travelers from Germany (save our 2003 article on York
PA, basket makers) are virtually nonexistent. My intention is to remedy the situation by providing
an overview of their immigration and subsequent post-immigration history of some German
Gypsy and associated Traveler families. The data used comes from both documentary sources
and interviews with descendants of the earlier immigrants. Rigorous source criticism is used to
assure accuracy and consistency of data. Tables and graphs further elaborate quantifiable data.
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The bulk of the report will focus on every-day life, starting from about 1850 when the first detailed
records become available. We will look at the carryover of traditional occupations and new ones
developed as opportunities arise. Information on housing and camp-life is sparse; mobility is
retained by some families, but not all. Sufficient social cohesion remains, so that they are
recognized as a distinct entity, in spite of loss of some lineages to acculturation.
The number of families that constitute this cohort of immigrants is small, so they must have had
problems initially in finding marriage partners. Because marriages were not arranged, elopement
continued as a common practice. We will examine how many choose from their own kind, from
other Gypsies with similar customs, or looked outside to non-Gypsies for partners, from both
settled and traveling families. Although some clans remained together; others scattered widely
forming their own enclaves or establishing independent housing.
Salo, Sheila
North American Rom and Ludar Leadership in the Early Twentieth Century: An
Exceptional Case
In the first quarter of the 20th century a Ludar man attempted to assert influence over Rom
families. This effort will be analyzed through overviews of Ludar and Rom traditional concepts
and forms of power and leadership, identification of external events influencing power strategies
during the period, and the life and career of this Ludar (c. 1882 – 1952). Based on contemporary
documentary sources as well as on ethnographic research of the second half of the 20th century,
the study recognizes the difficulties inherent in simultaneously looking at both cultural pattern
and historical contingency.
Schneeweis, Adina
Department of Communication and Journalism, Oakland University
Working Within a Culture of Opportunism: Funding Advocacy and Intervention for the
Roma in Romania
This presentation examines the experience of doing advocacy and conducting intervention
projects for Roma communities – as expressed by activists themselves and, centrally, as shaped
by an international system of funding. Grounded in the case of Romania and drawing from indepth interviews with activists and workers for Roma communities, the study puts in
conversation work for social development, contextual alliances, and European-level funding.
Theoretically, the study contributes to a critique of the donor model, raising important questions
of transnational relations and ideological commitments in the field of development and
intervention. The stories shared by Romanian activists reveal that donors’ funding priorities are
perceived as a complex influence on advocacy. On the one hand, European investments have
provided larger grants that allow for more impact and beneficiaries of intervention work, while,
on the other hand, they have led to a visible change in culture – one of opportunism and
disconnect from community needs, in Romanian activists’ experience. I further argue that the
language of investment perpetuates an ideology of development of the other that is not
conducive to a vision of integrated social change, despite the European Commission’s
assessment in December 2018 that “investment is progressing well.” From the perspective of
those working at the grassroots, change is evident at a micro-level, in the lives of individual
people, and in hyper-localized action, and not at a macro, systems-level where societal change
and sustainable development are nonetheless desired.
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Shapoval, Viktor
Moscow City University
Enthusiasm and frustration: Soviet Romani cultural Renaissance of 1925–1938 in the
context of everyday life
This cultural project must be considered as a part of the Soviet Cultural Revolution aimed at the
development of the so-called at that time “culturally backward nationalities”. Looking at the shortterm results of the project, it could be assessed as a Romani cultural Renaissance. Though its
first initiatives and organizing steps started in 1925 (the all-Russian Union of Roma established
in 1926), the main achievements were reached later. During the 2 five-year plans period (1928–
1932, 1933–1937) there were more than 250 Romani books, including school handbooks and
periodicals, published in the USSR. This Renaissance lasted about one decade and, as it is
believed, had been thoroughly planned and abruptly stopped by the authorities.
There were a lot of causes for enthusiasts to fill frustrated in that time. Everything changed
simultaneously. New calendar (the five-day week was established in 1929-1930, later – from the
1 December of 1931 – the six-day week), new metrical measures of length and weight till 1927,
new town and street names, new money and prices, etc. And, the last not least, the Romani
Renaissance started with the Soviet grain procurement crisis of 1928, and – one more paradox
– reached the top visible successes with the famine of 1932–33, provoked by the forced
collectivization in the agriculture, finally its closure was chronologically coincident with the Great
Purge of 1937–1938.
There are some aspects of high historical interest in this case. Why were the main activities run
in Moscow? What really was an economic efficiency of Romani collective farms, if any? Why all
the 6 famous Romani choirs disappeared from the All-Moscow directory in 1930 and 5 new
unknown choirs replaced them? And the key question: Was the project developed either by
blindly enthusiastic and idealistic people or by cool pragmatics, fully understanding the very
changeable and dangerous situation in the country and building just the next Potemkin village
for propaganda purposes?

Shaw, Martin
Department of Humanities and Social Sciences (HSV), Mid Sweden University, Sweden.
Towards Nature: Gordon Boswell’s The Book of Boswell: The Autobiography of a Gypsy
(1970) and Beyond
Gordon Silvester Boswell’s collaborative life story, The Book of Boswell: The Autobiography of
a Gypsy (1970) was the first Romani/Gypsy life story to be published by a mainstream publisher
(Gollancz) in the UK. It is a deceivably complex autoethnographic text, but this complexity is
made even more ambivalent when the role and significance of the “interviewer,” transcriber and
editor, John Seymour, is taken into consideration. I will suggest that Boswell’s re-tellings of the
past in the present were affected by the collaboration between Boswell and Seymour – a writer
of books on self-sufficiency. The resultant life story text (a conflation of voices) brought into focus
a rhetoric of nature that glides towards close-to-nature romanticism. The life story was also
republished in 1973 by Penguin Books and then by Faber and Faber (Faber Finds) in 2012. The
paratexts (blurbs) on the two later editions seem not only to strengthen the close-to-nature
threshold projections of the life story content, but position John Seymour and his continuing
interest in self-sufficiency in a more prominent position as a sales strategy. This marketing
tendency towards nature discourse has also had consequences concerning the threshold
representations of other Romani/Gypsy and Traveller life stories.
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Škobla, Daniel
Institute of Ethnology and Social Anthropology, Slovak Academy of Science,
Filčák, Richard
Institute for Foresight Studies, Slovak Academy of Science
No Pollution and no Roma in my Backyard. Class and Ethnicity in Framing Local Activism
in Eastern Slovakia.
The fight against ‘pollution’ had been, in recent decade, an important item on the agenda of the
local government in town of Trebišov, in Eastern Slovakia. It has, however, intertwined two main
issues. First, it was air pollution linked to controversial plan to build a coal-burning power plant
in the immediate vicinity of the town. Second, it was an issue of municipal waste management,
which was, by local ruling class, re-categorised as an ethnic problem. While the former could be
considered a successful example of local resistance to environmentally irresponsible
investment, the latter was an example of production and re-production of prejudices against
local Roma, living in segregated ghetto at the outskirts of the town. The paper can be seen as
an account of the racialisation and ethnic and class division in an environmental justice struggle
and a contest of framing between justice on the one hand and discrimination and racial
oppression on the other hand. In campaign led by the local political establishment, the Roma
ethnic minority were cast as no more than equivalent to environmental pollution. The paper is
based on ethnographic fieldwork and the analysis is guided by extensive literature on ethnicity
and inequalities. Special attention was paid to Bourdieu’s concept of ‘embodied social
structures’, as the cognitive structures that social agents internalise and implement in their
practical knowledge of the social world. Analysis was guided also by Wacquant’s theorising
regarding segregated ghettos as an instrument of ethno-racial closure and control.
Shmidt, Victoria
Institute of History, University of Graz
Critical whiteness: Irreplaceable to historicize epistemic injustice against the Roma in
Central Europe?
Although a longue durée of segregation against the Roma in Central Europe is used to be
historical reality, there are only a few explanations how racial thinking including race science,
e.g. physical anthropology, developmental psychology, communicated with other realms of
injustice. Theoretical grounds for legitimizing segregation mostly evade critical deconstruction
and remain to be a core threaten to undermine current anti-racist agenda concerning the Roma.
The limited success in revisiting the role of science in the politics concerning
Roma
reverberates with still unmet call for contextualizing the impact of ideas on everyday racism.
Whiteness studies underscore the historical role of science agency in the making of race and
equip by analytical lenses for exploring cross-boarding transfers of scientific racism. Along with
these promising contributions, whiteness theory tends to relegate to the margins of historical
reflections the coalescing of whiteness and other forms of exploitation. Because of this
fragmented intersectionality, the practices aimed at the repudiation of whiteness remain to be
problematical including the current attempts to desegregate the Roma in Central Europe as
‘non-white’ groups.
In order to redefine whiteness as a driving force of segregation, I bring into analytical focus two
historically interrelated cases of adapting whiteness in favor of legitimizing extreme forms of
segregation against the Roma – the anthropological surveys amongst the Roma conducted by
German and Czech scholars between 1920s and 1960s. German scholars (E.Justin, R.Ritter)
actively applied the concept of ‘white trash’ introduced by the US Eugenics Records Office and
promoted the implications of their surveys under the slogan Nicht-Zigeuner-Gesindel (“No Gypsy
trash!”). Czech scholars modified racial assimilationism well-spread in the studies of the
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American and Canadian indigenous population in favour of presenting the Roma as belonging
to the lowest level of the racial hierarchy. Along with exploring differences and similarities
between German and Czech streams of applying whiteness to the “Gypsy issue”, the
comparative historical analysis sheds light on the ruptures and continuities in the communication
between German and Czech approaches to the Roma during the different periods of political
history over the twentieth century.
Singh, Punita G.
The Roma Homecoming: Reflections on historicity and temporality from the sidelines of
the ‘millennium commemoration’ in India
Amidst the many theories put forth regarding the origins of the Romani people, the Kannauj
narrative seems to be gaining traction in India. The theory claims that ‘proto-Roma’ were taken
en masse from Kannauj, a once imperial city in North India by invaders from Ghazni, Zabulistan
(now Afghanistan) a millennium ago (Courthiade, 2004). Despite many holes and unanswered
questions raising doubts about the Kannauj hypothesis, a series of ‘millennium commemoration’
events were organized across Delhi and Uttar Pradesh in December 2018 to mark the exodus.
Thirty Romani participants from twenty countries were invited for the ‘homecoming’ events that
included scientific and cultural presentations, intellectual debates with Indian scholars,
exhibitions and meetings with diplomats and politicians. An air of sentimentality was evident in
the Roma participants while the Indian organizers seemed to have a broader agenda to claim
the Roma as diaspora. The event proved to be an interesting interplay of alternative
temporalities. For the Roma, it offered a link to the past, for the organizers a link to the future.
In this paper a ‘meta’ view of the millennium event is presented from the sidelines, reflecting on
questions about discontinuity and historicity in the Kannauj narrative and the broader agenda of
both the organizers and the participants.
References:
Marcel Courthiade, ‘Kannauj on the Ganges, Cradle of the Rromani People’ in Donald Kendrick, ‘Gypsies:
From the Ganges to the Thames’, Hertfordshire Press, reprinted 2004.

Smith, David
Anglia Ruskin University
Title: ‘Roma means nothing round here…we’re all classed the same’: neighbourhood,
diversity and the potential for collective action in south-east England.
The Brexit debate in the UK has been conducted largely along the axis of social class continuing
a long-held assumption among the liberal bourgeoisie that the working classes are manifestly
racist and opposed to immigration. Few studies have tested this assumption or explored the
attitudes and perceptions held by working class people towards Roma migrants and vice versa
living in the low-income neighbourhoods that have been most impacted by large-scale inward
migration; the rise of structurally insecure work and the destruction of local services following
austerity policies. This paper is based on five years of research in a neighbourhood of Chatham
south-east England where significant numbers of Slovakian Roma (and other migrants) have
been settling since the mid-2000s. Ethnographic fieldwork and qualitative research with long
established ‘locals’, with Roma and with other migrants will highlight the complex inter-and intragroup dynamics and solidarities that exists in areas of ‘advanced marginality’ (Wacquant, 2008).
The paper argues that lived experience shapes perceptions and attitudes to a greater extent
than a coherent set of values or beliefs. Residents of the neighbourhood, despite initial
reservations and hostility, have developed a more nuanced understanding of their Roma
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neighbours that recognises commonalities and parallels in their lived experiences – both as
members of stigmatised groups and for living in a stigmatised area – and which contains the
potential for local collective action that transcends ethnic divisions and is oriented towards the
growing inequalities that have led to a decline in the fortunes and life chances of all working
class people regardless of ethnicity.
References:
Wacquant, L. (2008) Urban Outcasts: A Comparative Sociology of Advanced Marginality, Oxford: Polity
Press.

Slavkova, Magdalena
Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Studies with Ethnographic Museum, Bulgarian Academy of
Sciences
Advantages and limitations of the Roma Pentecostal religious network
With this paper, I analyse the advantages and limitations of the Pentecostal religious network of
Bulgarian Gypsies/Roma. The backdrop to my analysis is the ethnographic fieldwork material
that I gathered among repentants both in Bulgaria and Spain. I worked with interlocutors from
various traditional groups such as: Xoraxane Roma [Turkish Gypsies]; Millet [the term is used
by some of the Muslim Gypsies as group name]; Erlii [i.e. ‘locals’]; Romanian-speaking Rudari;
Dasikane Roma [Bulgarian Gypsies] and others in Bulgaria. In Spain, I did conversions with
Bulgarian and Romanian Roma migrants and local Gitanos.
The Roma religious network has a double accumulation effect and the believers employ both
bridging and bonding social ties in producing their religious and social commitment (RSC). The
central ‘crossing’ point in the Evangelical believer’s everyday life is that his/her religious
commitment could definitely determine his and her behaviour or could change one’s social
position. RSC is the main social resource provided by the religious network but it has a different
efficiency in Evangelical societies from different Protestant backgrounds (Baptists,
Congregationalists, Methodists, Pentecostals, etc.). RSC is stronger among Pentecostal Roma,
where the network is more active and dynamic, than among non-Pentecostals. It is the
Evangelical Christians (especially Pentecostals) who are willing to consider maintaining contacts
with other Roma in term of migration, and in some cases they consciously look for such ties
while in contrast, the Bulgarian Roma in general show no interest in communicating with Gitanos
or Romanian migrant Roma. Despite the strength of Evangelical faith links as compared to social
contacts of the traditional groups, who rely on their family contacts mostly, the potential of RSC
is not fully employed in the context of migration. For example, Bulgarian Roma migrants in Spain
use contacts other than religious-based ones (maintaining diverse contacts with local Spaniards
of neighbourly, collegial, or friendly background) to achieve their social goals and thus the
Pentecostal RSC does not work as the only means to establish oneself and family in the broader
society.

Solimene, Marco
Anthropology Department, University of Iceland
Reflecting on Memory, History and Anthropology: The Rescue of Partisan Tito
This paper focuses on the tale of partisan Tito being chased by the enemy in World War II and
eventually escaping capture with the help of some Roma. This story is not new to researchers
who worked with Roma groups from former Yugoslavia. In this paper, however, I focus on the
version of the story narrated by Bosnian Xoraxané Xomá who live in Rome’s nomad camps. I
will explore some of the story’s main topics and themes in light of the Xomá’s relation with past
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and present Bosnia, and their present situation in Rome. I will thus argue that through this
narrative the Xomá domesticate Tito, and they also propose their own version of the foundation
of Yugoslavia and of the relation between Yugoslavia and the Roma. This anecdote is renowned
but rarely told, especially today; nonetheless, it appears as an “Other history” (Hastrup, 1992)
that testifies an attachment to what was once “home” and that opens a breach in the “sense of
a unitary history that nationalist ideologies promote” (Herzfeld, 2005, p. 129). The paper thus
contributes to a reflection on collective memory, displacement and change, and on the relations
between memory in Roma communities, institutional history and anthropology.
References:
Hastrup K. (1992) “Introduction”, in K. Hastrup (a cura di), Other histories, London, New York, Routledge,
p. 1-13.
Herzfeld, M. (2005). Cultural Intimacy. Social poetics of the nation state, Londond, New York, Routledge.

Stoyanova, Plamena
Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Studies – Bulgarian Academy of Sciences
The first Communists among the Gypsies in Bulgaria
The socialist ideas arrive in Bulgaria at the end of the 19th century. At first they gain followers
among a small part of the Bulgarian intelligentsia, but later, especially after the Russian
revolution of October 1917, they attract new supporters with different educational, social, and
ethnic backgrounds.
The socialist ideology of equality and brotherhood, for example, attracts some of the most
progressive factory workers of Gypsy origin in Sliven – a Bulgarian town with a considerable
concentration of Gypsy population. Thanks to their efforts, the first Gypsy Community centre
was founded in 1937, by using as occasion the birth of Bulgarian heir to the throne Simeon II,
and named after him.
One of the most popular leaders of the minority first in the capital Sofia and later in the whole
country, Shakir Pashov, was also a member of the Communist party. He had fought against the
restrictive law of 1901, that took away the voting rights of some of the Bulgarian Gypsies. After
the military coup in 1923, Bulgarian communist party was banned, many of the communist
supporters imprisoned, and among them was Shakir Pashov.
All the followers of the Bulgarian Communist Party (BCP) were under the risk of persecution,
regardless of their ethnic origin. Gypsies were not exception. But how many of them actually
were supporting the communist ideas before 1944? What were their motives and stories? And
how did their lives and example affect the destiny of the entire minority in Bulgaria? And what
was their contribution to the communist movement in the country? These are some of the
questions that the present paper will try to answer.
Tihovska, Ieva
Institute of Literature, Folklore and Art of the University of Latvia
Jānis Leimanis and the ‘Awakening’ of Latvian Roma
Jānis Leimanis (1886–1950) is the central figure of the Latvian Romani civic and cultural
‘awakening’ in the interwar period. The term ‘awakening’ will be used in the paper as
implemented by a Latvian historian Ernests Blanks (Blanks 1927) and it can be paralleled with
the term ‘ethnic mobilization’ (the mechanisms of ethnic mobilization are discussed, for instance,
by Barany 1998, 2002). Leimanis is the founder of the only one Latvian Romani organization of
that time – a society for promotion of Romani culture “Gypsy Friend” (1932–1937), as well as
the organizer of the society’s choir, an extensive collector of Latvian Romani folklore and a
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translator of religious literature into Romani. Besides these many-sided cultural activities he also
has organized Romani refugees during the World War I and has worked on employment of
Latvian Roma in the late 1930s. His aim was to unite and spiritually enlighten his ethnic fellows,
“take out them from the present state” and turn them to civic participation. His efforts were not
always supported by local Roma and he received criticism on wanting to be the representative
of the ethnic group and to take advantage of them. The paper will analyze the successes and
mishaps of the first public initiatives of Latvian Roma and the role of visionaries in the Romani
civic emancipation.
Toyansk, Marcos
University of São Paulo
Roma in Brazil: music, diasporic narratives and evangelism
This paper aims to describe the impacts of music in shaping the identities and reframing the
networks of evangelical Roma in Brazil. Religion and music are important ways of integration
for Roma of Balkan background in Brazil. While religion is uniting Roma worldwide in a
transnational community, music is communicating something different from religious speeches
as far as it evinces and reinforces cultural aspects and identities of multiple rediasporizations
processes. What are the diasporic narratives contained in music and religious speeches? What
are the similarities and differences between them? What are the latest developments regarding
the Roma identity in Brazil that were produced by music environments?
Tyson, Thomas
University of Cambridge
History, Anthropology, and the ‘Egyptian’ in Early Modern Britain
The disciplinary concerns and methodological approaches of social anthropology have
profoundly influenced the ways in which historians of early modern Britain have treated the study
of Gypsies, over the past three decades. This paper will will consider how this existing body of
interdisciplinary scholarship might impact the study of Gypsies, or ‘Egyptians’, in neglected
Scottish archival material, as well as suggest the problems and possibilities of writing a social
history of early modern Gypsies given the nature of the source material. When faced with an
archive that, for scholars of Gypsies, is characterised by silence, omission, and overwhelming
prejudice, historians of early modern England have utilised various anthropological insights to
avoid both the reification of ‘Gypsies’ as an ahistorical category, and to resist source-bias and
reconstruct early modern Gypsy culture, society, and experience. This has led to divergent
interpretations of the historicity of Gypsy identity, with historians variously categorising early
modern Gypsies as an ethnic group, a culture, a legal category, even a criminal underclass.
Whilst this paper will engage with these competing claims, it also proposes that the records of
the Scottish kirk session and presbytery offers a unique opportunity to write a history of early
modern ‘Egyptians’ in Scotland that is embedded in specific and local social relations; a social
history that would avoids some of the pitfalls of the existing English historiography whilst opening
a new dialogue between the disciplines of history and anthropology.
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Uherek, Zdeněk
Institute of Sociological Studies, Faculty of Social Sciences, Charles University, Prague
Changes in the ethnological and anthropological view of the Roma in Czechoslovakia
and the Czech Republic from World War II to the present
Views of minorities and conceptions of their specific features and development of their
trajectories have changed sharply even in stable societies over the last 70 years. In countries
where social regimes changed from capitalism to socialism and then again to the society with a
market economy, this development was even more dynamic, full of turmoil and significant
reversals. Academicians had been exposed pressures from the side ruling ideologies, but it
often happened that they responded to these pressures in a surprising and paradoxical manner.
They developed specific methodological practices that sometimes more, sometimes less
corresponded to the world's trance of Roma research.
Perhaps there were some regularities about how academicians responded to the changes in the
political climate in their research. However, much was influenced by topics they were studied
and by their characters. As individualization is necessary when describing the academic
directions and results, I will describe changes in the method of exploring Roma issues in the
ethnographic and anthropological community on the example of a researcher Eva Davidová,
whose life career was concluded in 2018. I want to point the generational differences in
anthropological thinking in the Czech Republic concerning the Roma minority not only caused
by the great social changes but also due to the change of the paradigms in anthropology itself.
Viková, Lada
Faculty of Humanities, Charles University, Prague
Towards the theme of Czechoslovak Legionnaires (1914-1920) with Romani origin
(About their lifes in period between two wars and during the Second World War.)
The speaker will introduce her historical study of ten legionnaires with Romani origin, who have
earned the status of "legionnaire by law” from the First World War. This status was important for
a period 1919-1938, when legionnaires generally had privileged position in society. The speaker
will present several questions about the Romani legionnaires' integration in their next life. In the
first part, there will be briefly introduced all ten selected people, their involvement in the legions
and possible valuation and recognition. The focus of the study is on the period 1919-1945. One
of the author's goals is to find out whether the successful legionnaires with Romani origin
succeeded in achieving a social rise after the end of the First World War thanks to their
participation in the legions. On several fragments of a personal legionary file of one of them,
Josef Holomek, the presentation will show how the legionnaires could be honored by their
„confreres“. The study demonstrates that, despite their participation in the legionary movement,
almost all of the legionnaries with Romani origin were also living in the interwar period as
marginalised people and that most of them, including their relatives, were even murdered in a
concentration camp during the Second World War. The research thus brings insights into the
social processes of marginalization of the disadvantaged and proves that the seemingly
privileged group of legionaries was in reality internally categorized in the inter-war period and
distinguished in practical life according to their (ethno-)social origin.
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Wallengren, Simon
Malmö University
Swedish Roma trust in the criminal justice system: Trust levels and their explanations
Citizens in the Nordic countries have uniquely high levels of trust for their institutions, including
the institutions related to the criminal justice system. However, many studies outside the Nordic
countries have indicated that satisfaction with the criminal justice system often is significantly
lower among ethnic minority populations than among non-minority citizens. Little is known about
the Roma populations trust level towards the authorities in Sweden. This is problematic since
trust is associated with compliance and cooperation with, crime reporting and contact-seeking.
This study used a mixed methodology design. A questionnaire was distributed (n=610), and indepth interviews were conducted (N=30) of a sample of Roma living in Göteborg and Malmö
(Sweden's second and third largest cities). The aim was to answer to what extent the Roma trust
the criminal justice system, what factors determine the group's trust levels towards the
authorities and lastly, how trust influence the community’s willingness to report their victimization
experiences to the police. The result from the study indicates that the Roma have significant
lower trust towards the authorities than non-Roma citizens. This pattern can be explained by
both the efficiency of the authorities in helping and protecting the Roma but also by the group's
cultural propensity for trusting the authorities. Lastly, the group's tendency to report their
suffering to the police was found to be low.
Weiste-Paakkanen, Anneli
National Institute for Health and Welfare, Finland
Health and wellbeing of the Finnish Roma
The Roma Wellbeing Study is the first population study of the Finnish Roma. The study aims at
improving wellbeing, inclusion, health and functional ability of them. Roma wellbeing study has
been planned and conducted in co-operation with the Finnish Roma. The study consisted of a
health examination and a structured interview. The data of the study was collected in different
areas of Finland. From the total 365 participants 142 were men and 223 were women.
The results show that the Finnish Roma face challenges, such as earning one’s livelihood, which
may weaken their quality of life. On the other hand, they were satisfied with social relations.
They also provide substantial support for each other within their family networks and take very
active part in voluntary activities such as churches and associations. Key challenges in health
and wellbeing were difficulties in physical functional ability, especially among women, as well as
high prevalence of self-reported chronic diseases and their risk factors. Also negative health
behaviors such as smoking and lack of physical exercise were common among men and
women. Experiences of discrimination were prevalent.
The Roma are in a vulnerable position until the rise of their education level may also be seen in
positive trends in the indicators of health and wellbeing. The challenges identified in this study
must be monitored and the Roma must be taken into account in health and social policy so that
their equity will be realized.
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White, Julia M.
Syracuse University
“Nazis Class Gypsies with Jews” (New York Times, 28 March 1942): American Newspaper
Coverage of Roma During the Third Reich
This paper addresses the call of the panel to examine how the genocide of Roma is represented
in media and the place it occupies in the official narratives of World War II. Newspapers are not
only the accounting of particular historical moments but also one of the means through which
history is constructed. In this paper, I examine how the experiences of Roma were constructed—
or erased—through journalism discourse in major American newspapers between 1920 and
1946, which covers the period from when Hitler began working for the Nazi party through the
Nuremberg Trials. In an attempt to capture regional nuances, I chose major newspapers across
the United States: the east coast (The New York Times and The Washington Post), the south
(The Atlanta Constitution), the mid-west (The Chicago Tribune), and the west coast (The Los
Angeles Times). I use Critical Discourse Analysis (Fairclough, 2014; Van Dijk, 2001) as my
analytic lens, to examine how ideology and power relations are both constructed and resisted in
newspaper accounts of Roma in Europe in the years leading up to, and just after, the Roma
genocide. I use primarily micro- and macro-level analyses, attending first to the micro-level,
linguistic structures of the newspaper accounts, to the macro-level, considering the intertextual
relationships of the news accounts, to understand the constructions of Roma in this historical
context.
White, Karin
Institute of Technology Sligo
Hagan, Kate, Donegal Travellers Project
Working towards Equality and Building Positive Relationships: Care, Respect and
Solidarity between Travellers and Settled
Irish Travellers are a minority ethnic group indigenous to Ireland. Similarly to the Roma people,
they have been experiencing ongoing persecution and discrimination on almost all levels.
In March 2017, the recognition of Travellers as a distinct ethnic minority in Ireland signified an
important move towards equality. ‘An understanding and recognition of Traveller ethnicity is
central to the effective promotion of equality of opportunity for the Traveller community’ (Equality
Authority, 2006). According to the Irish Equality Authority, equality of opportunity for Travellers
includes concerns such as the distribution of resources, the distribution of power and influence
in society, status and standing, and access to care, respect and solidarity with the wider society.
Although all those determinants of equality are interwoven, this contribution is concerned with
the last theme: care, respect and solidarity.
It will discuss various methods, such as ‘The Common Third’ (Smith, 2012), theories including
Gadamer’s ‘hermeneutic understanding’ and interculturalism, and participatory action projects
aiming to create positive relationships between the communities.
This paper is the result of an ongoing research partnership between Donegal Travellers Project
and the Institute of Technology Sligo.
References:
Equality Authority (2006), Traveller Ethnicity.
Gadamer, H.-G. (2008), Philosophical Hermaneutics, University of California Press.
Smith, M., (2012), ‘Social Pedagogy from a Scottish Perspective’, International Journal of Social
Pedagogy, 1: 1, pp. 46-55(10)
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Wikström, Nermina
Skolverket / Swedish National Agency for Education
Mother Tongue – Romani as a national minority language in the Swedish compulsory
school
The Roma are a minority with a several hundred years history in Sweden and Romani is one of
the five official national minority languages (Sami, Finnish, Yiddish, Meänkieli). There is a huge
need to reinforce the status of national minority languages in Sweden. Education programme
aims to help pupils develop skills in and knowledge of the language, as well as knowledge of
the minority’s culture. The pupils are given an opportunity to develop knowledge of the history,
cultural expression and traditions of the national minority (music, literature and other forms of
aesthetic expression) as well as knowledge of the national minority language’s origin,
development and current status.
Each of the school forms – the compulsory school, the compulsory school for pupils with learning
disabilities, the special school and the Sami school – has its own curriculum. The syllabuses
contain the aim of the subject, stating what should be covered in the teaching being designed
to provide scope for teachers to go into greater depth or supplement the core content. The
knowledge requirements define acceptable knowledge and the different grades (Year 6 and
Year 9, Scale F-A).
Syllabuses for Mother Tongue in Romani consist separate core content and knowledge
requirements for mother tongue tuition in years 1-9, within the framework of Romani as first
(basic knowledge and skills) and second language (beginners` level). The second language
part is harmonised with CEFR-descriptors for second language development, making it possible
for the students who have not studied the language before to learn the language of their
ancestors and revitalize the official minority languages. Apart of the mother tongue tuition the
Roma students are also entitled to get a tuition and study guidance both in Roma and in the
former language of schooling.
Witkowski, Maciej and Ewa Nowicka
WSB University – Poland
How to research Roma housing? Ethnographic approach.
The problem of providing Roma housing and the Roma's relationship to housing space has been
the frequent subject of social research. In Eastern Europe and the Balkans, the efforts of
researchers have focused on the problem of Roma adapting to life in housing which they have
received as a result of the policy for their settlement or their integration. That research has
usually concentrated on social and adaptation problems. A range of cultural-social complications
have been documented related to creating larger Roma communities in places which they
received “as a gift” from the perspective of the society majority.
The paper traces social context of the project on improving extreme poor Roma dwelling
conditions by Polish authorities. Taking into consideration the specificity of the situation of the
Roma minority in Poland, which in fact is relatively small, largely culturally diverse and territorially
distributed, we undertook the anthropological field study in a mountain village of Bergitka Roma
settlement with more than one hundred years of history. In the case the new house for Roma
replaced former “Roma settlement” a part of the Carpathian Village populated by highlanders
majority.
In the paper we present ethnographic material obtained during field research carried out in 19942019. Based on ethnographic data, we try to reconstruct the most important moments of this
investment from different points of view. Very recently the fence panels surrounded “the Roma
possession”; Roma and non-Roma interpret the fact in own but rather paradoxical manner.
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Wolters, Ute
Independent researcher, Berlin, Germany
Katarina Taikon – Roma-aktivist and author of „Katitzi“ and her translations in Germany
Katarina Taikon (1932-1995), born in a tent, grown up in a foster family, a children’s home and
since she was about seven years old in the camp of her father, a rom from Russia. We know
most of her childhood from her series „Katitzi“, written and published between 1969 and 1981.
She became active together with her husband Björn Langhammer, her sister Rosa Taikon and
many friends in the political discussions in the 1960s and 1970S. She was engaged in the
questions of rights for Roma-people in housing, education and labour and Roma-people coming
from abroad and looking for asylum in Sweden. Disappointed by Olof Palme she decided writing
books for children to change the future mentality in her country.
In Germany her name and her books are nearly unknown. In 2006 Gina Weinkauff wrote in her
article about minorities in Germany, there are no narratives in texts from Sinti and Roma-authors
for young people. However in 1974 and 1976 the first two books of „Katitzi“ were published in
Germany, and since 1996 came all her books in a small publishing house, but reaching a limited
audience and remaining unknown. By 2015 no publisher accepted to publish the new book
edition „Katitzi“ published by Natur&Kultur in Sweden.
After presenting facts about Katarina Taikon as activist and author in Sweden, the paper will
discuss why her writings and her importance remain unknown in Germany despite the fact that
she is the most successful author of books for youngsters. The paper will also reveals interesting
facts about the contact between Astrid Lindgren and Katarina Taikon regarding „Katitzi“´s
manuscript.
Yılgür, Egemen
Beykoz University, Politics and International Relations Department
The State-Kıbtî Relations in the Modernizing Ottoman Empire: Tax, Conscription and
Denomination Issues
The modernization movements in the second half of 19th and beginning of 20th centuries affected
fundamentally peripatetic and late-peripatetic groups who were denominated as Kıbtî or
Çingene by the Ottoman state. The changes regarding the policies of tax and military service
and the issue of denomination were not just formal innovations. Their results directed the life
trajectories of indiviuals belonging the peripatetic and late-peripatetic groups such as Roma,
Dom, Lom, Tebers (Abdals) or Tahtacis. Thus, the events such as the decision of Muslim Kıbtîs’
conscription and the abolition of specific Kıbtî poll-tax in 1873, the disuse of the term Kıbtî-i
Müslim in terms of securing the integrity of Muslims in the census of 1881 and the reinclusion of
the term into the census terminology on the purpose of the protection of nation (muhâfaza-i
kavmiyyet) in 1905 and in 1914 were the critical events of the period. After the World War I, the
young Turkish Republic inherited many of the Ottoman procedures regulating the relation
between the state and Kıbtîs. The archival documents in Ottoman and Republican archives and
oral testimonies shed light on the dynamics of this process which occurred in an age of
modernization.
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Zachar Podolinská, Tatiana
Institute of Ethnology and Social Anthropology Slovak Academy of Sciences
Renewalist and other religious movements among Roma as religious, social and cultural
innovation (Theoretical take-off)
By all accounts, Pentecostalism and related Charismatic movements (so called Renewalist
movements) represent one of the fastest-growing segments of global Christianity. These
movements approached Roma in Europe already at the beginning of the 20th century, but the
rapid growth is observed especially in the last few decades. The existing research suggests that
the “Renewalist type of conversion” may serve as a vehicle of social and cultural innovation
among Roma. This hypothesis, however, needs to be elaborated and tested from the
comparative and dynamic perspective on the transnational level. The aim of my contribution is
to bring some new perspectives into the current research and open discussion on religious
movements among Roma. It is intended to be a kick-off contribution for the pre-arranged
thematic panel and theoretical take-off for further debate. The author will take ground from her
empirically founded knowledge of Pentecostals and Evangelic Charismatic Movements among
Roma in Slovakia.
References:
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FOSZTÓ, L. and D. KISS (2012). Pentecostalism in Romania the Impact of Pentecostal Communities on
the Life-style of the Members. In: La Ricerca Folklorica, 65: 51-64.
PODOLINSKÁ, Tatiana (2017). Roma in Slovakia - silent and invisible minority: Social Networking
and Pastoral Pentecostal Discourse as a case of giving voice and positive visibility. In Slovenský
národopis, 65(2), pp. 135-157. (available at: https://www.sav.sk/index.php?lang=sk&doc=journal list&part=article_response_page&journal_article_no=13854).
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Zahova, Sofiya
Vigdís Finnbogadóttir Institute of Foregin Language, University of Iceland
On women and writing: Female agency in Romani literature production
Unlike the common pattern of literature development, in Romani literature, women authors are
not stepping in after man, but are often pioneered examples of writing in some countries and/or
concerning some topics (the Holocaust). Among the first and the most internationally famous
Romani poets, there is a woman – Bronisława Wajs–Papusza. Katarina Taikon in the 1960s and
Luminiţa Cioabă in the 1990s became the first writers of Romani origin to be known at the
national level – in Sweden and Romania, respectively. Although Romani male writers outnumber
female ones on a global level, the gender balance in Romani literature does not differ at all from
that in 20th century literature in general (that is, female writers account for between one quarter
and one third of all writers). But in some countries – for example Sweden, Bulgaria and Romania
– the most productive or known writers nowadays are women. Moreover, in the Czech Republic,
female Romani writers do, in fact, outnumber male ones.
After presenting a historical overview of the Romani women writing, the paper will discuss female
agency in Romani literature production from the point of view of the role(s) and responsibilities
of women in memory transmission and (re)presentation among Roma and non-Roma. My
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interpretation will challenge the theories of women´s writing as shelter and exile for the ´double´
discriminated and deprived minority women, arguing that writing and publishing can be
interpreted as patterns of executing and extending the Romani women´s power in transmitting
memories.
Zalar, Vita
Research Centre of the Slovenian Academy of Sciences and Arts (ZRC SAZU), Institute of
Cultural History
A historian’s viewpoint on genetic research in Romani studies
The proliferation of genetic research in the past two decades has resulted in a considerable
amount of publications on the topic of Roma. Since late 1990s, more than fifty studies based on
genetic research on Roma have been published. It can thus be argued that genetics and
genomics have become an influential actor in the field of Romani studies. However, the other
disciplines have been slow in their response and assessment of this new mode of knowledge
production. With a few exceptions (for example Peter Bakker and Mihai Surdu), researchers in
the field of humanities and social sciences have yet to critically engage with the corpus of texts
produced by geneticists. A cross-disciplinary assessment of the outcomes of genetic research
is necessary, especially since the research questions in genetic studies are oftentimes extracted
and imported from existent interests of other disciplines, for example the question of Indian
origins.
The following conference presentation analyses genetic studies on the origins of Roma from a
historian’s viewpoint. By juxtaposing historical and genetic methodologies and epistemologies,
the author points out the fallacies of sampling strategies and the confirmation bias in genetic
research of the origin(s) of Romani/Gypsy communities. The author’s arguments against
sampling strategies stem from her PhD project on the history of group formation, classification
and categorization of “gypsies” in the Habsburg and post-Habsburg central Europe.
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